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A Word from GB        

 
Hi Members and Friends 
 

I have just spent 5 weeks overseas with Carol travelling the Baltic area and Ireland.  
In that time I only noticed one black Morris Minor, split windscreen in immaculate 
condition in Russia.  In England there were several traction engine shows, but all 

well away from where I was staying. 
 

Further to our closing in of the spares shed and building a pergola between the shed 
and main hall the committee has let the contract to have this construction done.  It 
has been submitted to Charles Sturt Council Planning Committee and we are 

waiting for their permission to go ahead. 
 

A team from our Modern Regularity group entered 4 members in the Eastern Creek 
Regularity in NSW over the Easter weekend.  The team, John Tiller, Anthony Vemer, 
Jason Smyth and  Darryl Brigg completed 128 laps and contested against 34 other 

teams.  The Austin Club team came second only losing 283 points for the day. 
 
I congratulate the team on representing the Austin 7 Club of SA in motor sport in 

Australia and attaining second in the competition. 
 

Austins Over Australia is slowly sneaking up on us, have you booked your 
accommodation in the Barossa.  t present we have 164 expressions of interest, that 
relates to close to 300  beds already taken in the Barossa. 

 
Don't forget to mark in your diary's 28th October when we will be celebrating our 

65th  birthday at the Clubrooms.  David Searles has all the info so please speak with 
him. 
 

I would like to welcome the following new members to the Club. 
William Bayly, John Stevens, Georgina McKay, Harold Parsons, Michael Colmer, 
Mark Watson, Oliver Jaench, Courtney Tyler, Matthew Graziano, Ashleigh Hofmeyer, 

Jason Sutton and Bob Piper (Welcome back Bob)! 
 

The Annual General Meeting which will be held on 10th September gives every 
member of the club a chance to nominate for a position on the committee.  If you are 
inclined to become a member of the committee get your nomination form into our 

Secretary before the AGM meeting. 
 

We are heading for summer, let's see the old vehicles out and about at club meetings 
and runs.  Drive safely and be kind to others on the road. 

 

 

 

Graham Buesnel 
President 



Austin 7 Journals                                                Page 4                                                   January 2018 

 

Club Calendar for 2018 
July 2018 
15 Hills Luncheon "By the Sea" at the 
 Glenelg Surf LifeSaving Club.  
 Morning tea at the Austin 7 
 clubrooms. 
23 A7 Technical Night 
24 A7 Leisure Run 
29 Modern Regularity R4 
 

August 2018 
6 Committee Meeting 
13 Monthly Club Meeting 
19 Monthly Club Run 
21 A7 Leisure Run 
27 A7 Technical Night 
 

September 2018 
1 Old Car Day at Bethany.  Bethany 
 Oval in the Barossa Valley is the 
 venue for this run. 
3 Committee Meeting 
10 Monthly and Annual General 
 Meetings where all committee 
 positions become vacant, please 
 lodge your nomination with the 
 Secretary. 
16 Modern Regularity R5 
18 A7 Leisure Run 
24 A7 Technical Night 
30 Bay to Birdwood Run for vehicles 
 up to 31 December 1959. 
 

October 2018 
3 Committee Meeting 

6/7 Riverland Rally - "Renmark River 
 Run" 
8 Monthly Club Meeting 
16 A7 Leisure Run 
22 A7 Technical Night 
28 65th Birthday Celebration at the 
 Clubrooms 
 

November 2018 
5 Committee Meeting 
11 Monthly Club Run 
12 Monthly Club Meeting 
13 A7 Leisure Run 
17/18 Bendigo Swap Meet 
18 Modern Regularity R6 
26 A7 Technical Night & Run 
 

December 2018 
1 Subs & Log Book Day at the 
 Clubrooms  10am to 2pm 
3 Committee Meeting 
4 A7 Leisure Run 
9 Subs & Log Book Day at the 
 Clubrooms  10am to 2pm 
9 Christmas Function at the Marion 
 Club Sturt Road Marion. Tickets 
 from the Treasurer. 
10 Monthly Club Meeting. 
 

January 2019 
7 Committee Meeting 
14 Monthly Club Meeting 
19 Annual A7/TTM End-of-Season 
 Dinner 

 

 
65th Birthday of the Austin 7 Club of SA Inc 

This Birthday event will be held at the clubrooms on Sunday 28 October 2018 from10.00am 
to 4.00pm has a number of restrictions due to parking space availability at the clubrooms.  
Austin 7's will be parked on the front lawn, with other club registered vehicles being parked 
progressively towards the main gate.  Sorry! - No trailers of any description will be admitted.  
Scott Appleyard will be chief Parking Marshall, and please park as directed. 
 

There will be eight spaces available for members to conduct a car boot sale or a back door 
sale if a 4X4. Four will face the back fence and four face the Atco building and commence 

from the spares shed.  Please see David Grear in the spares shed for allocation of your site.  
There is no restriction on what you have for sale.  Please be in position by 10.00am.  Any 
position not taken up will be put to use as general parking. 
 

A deluxe barbecue lunch will be held between 12noon and 2.00pm, there is no cost to this 
but you must advise on your attendance in order that sufficient supplies are obtained.  
Please advise me (David Searles) either at any meeting, by email or ph 0408 700 047 as to 
you and how many family members are attending AND the vehicle you are bringing along.  
There will be a limit of 80 persons attending as the clubroom building is unable to 
accommodate more than this number especially if the weather is not in our favour. 
 

There will be no obligation to remain for the duration, you can come and go as you please. 
Gates will open at 9.00am and we would like to clean up and close them by 5.00pm. 
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  Club regalia for sale:   
The club has a variety of items of interest to members which are available from the Treasurer 
each meeting at the clubrooms. 
 

Austin 7 Club Decal small:     $1.00 
Austin 7 Club Decal large     $2.00 
Austin script hat/lapel badge:    $3.00 
Austin 7 Club Cap      $12.50 
Austin 7 Club Hat      $15.00 
Austin 7 Club Badge Metal Radiator   $22.00 
Austin 7 Club 50th year history book:   $20.00 
Austin 7 Short Sleeve Yellow Polo Shirt:   $20.00  sizes M,L,XL & XXL 
Austin 7 Short Sleeve Dark Blue Polo Shirt  $34.00  sizes S,M,L,XL & XXL. 
Austin 7 Long Sleeve Polar Fleece Jumpers:  $45.00  sizes in stock S,M,LXL & XXL. 
Track Time Motorsport Cap    $10.00 
Track Time Motorsport Polo Shirt    $34.00 
Austin 7 Lubrication Chart, Laminated   $20.00 (available from A7 spares shed) 
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Vale: George Keil 

George was born in war torn Lithuania. When he was 5, after having lost his father 

a year earlier, he & his mother boarded a ship to make a new start in America, but 
the ship they were on came to Australia.  They settled in Adelaide where his mum 

married one of the crew members on the ship.  He completed his schooling & worked 
in Adelaide until he relocated to Port Lincoln to work in his father’s brick making 

business.  He married, had a daughter Sophie, but unfortunately that marriage 
didn’t last.  He then met & married Pam. 
 

 George & Pam joined the club in 1993 after having 
acquired a red 1928 Austin, George’s dream car.  Since then, 
they have done a lot of travelling, both in Australia and 

overseas, but when the club had any significant events or tours 
they would make sure they were available to attend, even if they 

couldn’t come in their Austin.  They attended just about every 
extended club tour, such as the Tassie trips of the ‘90’s, as well 
as the Canberra, Great Ocean Road & the Great Australian 

Bight to see the whales.  They also attended most of the “Pre 
War” & some of the “Border” runs.  George didn’t care where he 
drove his little red Austin 7, he even drove it onto “The 

Granites”, just before Kingston (SE).  
 

 George was always the life of the party from the time he 

entered a room.  He had a 
really firm handshake for the 

men, which he found hard to 
let go, and always had a big 
hug for the ladies, who called 

him “Huggie Bear”.  Those of 
us who knew him will recall 

that he was never short of 
words.  He tended to explain 
things in exquisite, 

excruciating, never-ending 
detail.  You asked George for 
an explanation at your peril.  

He had several great traits, but there was one 
exception for which he became well known – his 

poor timekeeping.  He was always late, no matter 
what we were doing or where we were going.  That 
never worried him & we all learned to live with it. 
 

 Over the past 2 years he has fought with advanced prostate cancer.  Most of 
the time during treatment there was little impact on his ability to live life to the full.  

But once the cancer metastasised in the liver the cancer grew rapidly and at the 
beginning of April his chemotherapy was stopped and he was given 2-6 weeks to 

live.  From that time, he rapidly deteriorated becoming weaker and fatigued.  
Fortunately, during that time, he was able to fly to Perth to say goodbye to his 96-
year-old mother.  He died peacefully at home surrounded by loved ones on 21st April 

2018. 
 
I am sure many of us have fond memories of George.  He will be sadly missed. 
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Vale: Peter Dover 
We also heard of the passing of our member Peter Dover on Monday 11 June aged 

71 years.  Peter had been a member since 2001 and had been fighting cancer for 
some time .  Peter is best remembered in the Austin 7 Club in recent years for his 

Austin 7 tow truck which was very popular at public displays.  He won the People’s 
Choice award at the Herbert Austin Centenary show at Tea Tree Gully.  Peter was 
also into Hot Rods being a member of the Southern State Street Rod Club.  He is 

also remembered for his Elvis Presley impersonation as he had the right singing 
voice and character to fulfill this role.  Another member who will be sadly missed. 
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Welcome to FEDERATION MOTORFEST 2018, we hope that you will enjoy taking 

part in the various events as described below and at the same time see a little more of 

Adelaide and its surrounds.  We look forward to meeting new and old friends in 

September.......................................................................Federation Motorfest Committee. 

 Day 1: MONDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2018 - FLOUR MILLS OF THE ADELAIDE HILLS  

 Day 2: TUESDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 2018 - A STEP BACK IN TIME  

 Day 3 WEDNESDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 2018 - 'ROUND THE SHEDS  

 Day 4 THURSDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2018 - A GRAVE EXPERIENCE  

 Day 4 THURSDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2018 - UNCLE ARTHUR'S NIGHT AT THE CINEMA  

Wallis Cinema Complex Mitcham Shopping Centre Princes Road MITCHAM.  

 Day 5 FRIDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 2018 - VETERAN COASTAL CAPER  

 Day 8: MONDAY 1 OCTOBER 2018 - WHEELS AND TRACKS  

 Day 9 TUESDAY 2 OCTOBER 2018 - JEWELS OF THE FLEURIEU SOUTH COAST  

 Day 10 WEDNESDAY 3 OCTOBER 2018 - DROUGHT PROOFING ADELAIDE  

 Day 11 THURSDAY 4 OCTOBER 2018 - A DAY IN THE VINES  

 Day 12 FRIDAY 5 OCTOBER 2018 - THE PAECH'S NOSTALGIC FARM  

MOTORFEST HEADQUARTERS:- All events commence at Motorfest Headquarters which is part 

of the Glandore Community Centre complex, located corner of Clark Avenue and Naldera Street, 

Glandore.  There is plenty of paved off-street parking from Clark Ave and easy access to facilities with 

tea and coffee on arrival.  We staff Motorfest Headquarters about one hour before scheduled departures 

in time for you to sign in and have a chat and cuppa.  An entry form and detailed event sheet are on our 

clubroom noticeboard or available to download on www.fhmcsa.org.au 
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PAST EVENTS 

Austin 7 Club/TTM Funkhana Houghton Oval Sunday 8 April 2018 

 
Thank you for attending the Funkhana today. I really hope you had a good day 
despite it being warmer than I had ordered.  I would really like to thank those who 

helped in any way – big or small, it was very much appreciated. 

 
The results of the events, even though the moment has passed, the events are 

nowhere near as important as participating and just having fun. 
 

Overall  

 1st Alan Baker     Austin 7  

 2nd John Ellis & Allan Long   Commodore & 4 wheel drive  

 3rd Steve Drury    Chrysler Saratoga (LH drive) 
 

TTM won the team points 
 

The winners of each event were; 

 1.5 metres     Alan Baker  

 Circle      Allan Long  

 2 markers     Geoff Stephens  

 Reverse to plate    Steve Drury  

 Car Width     Alan Baker  

 Paper Throw (Driver)    Alan Baker  

 Catch & Throw ball   Colin Genders  

 Paper Throw (Passenger)   Alan Baker, Martin Lewis  

 Ball in Bucket    Allan Long  
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 Tight Rope     Kristen Bailey, John Ellis, Colin Genders,  

      Laurie Sutton & Colin Tucker  

 Live Wire     Allan Long 

 

 

 
 
The judges decision was final & no correspondence was entered into.   

Thanks to all participants for being good sports & having a go. 
A special thanks to Tony Morgan and his helper who excelled in the catering 
department and kept the players and onlookers well fed. 

 
 

Ralph Drage 
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...and meanwhile at Eastern Creek in NSW 

 

 

 
CLUB CLASSIFIEDS 

 FOR SALE: 

John Hewson has for sale this Austin 7 

Special he has built with 1932 motor. It 

has good tyres and is partly finished and 

John would like about $4,500 for this 

Austin .  Please ring him on 0406 003 

949.  
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Austin 7 Club of SA Pre War Run to Broken Hill 21 April - 28 April 2018 
The 2018 Prewar run event was held at Broken Hill & Mildura over the length of a full week 
and taking in Anzac Day, Sat 21- Sat 28 April.  There were 18 participants with 10 Austin 7 
cars and all made it through the week in working order. 
Due to the distance from home, Austins were trailered to the major destinations.  Our trip 
began at Burra where we met for lunch and a leisurely walk of the streets while waiting 
until all had arrived.  We drove in convoy to Peterborough for an overnight stop where cars 
& trailers generally took over the motel car parking space.  The evening visit to the historic 
roundhouse train museum for an educational & entertaining sound & light show was 
fantastic.  We learnt about the history of the railway between Adelaide and broken hill when 
it supported the fledgling industries of agriculture & mining.  
On Sunday we departed Peterborough and travelled to Broken Hill. Immediately upon 
arrival at the Old Willyama Hotel, trailers were unloaded & parked out the back.  The Austin 
7’s were unleashed onto the streets of Broken Hill for their first runs –the information 
centre, the bottle shop, supermarket and to generally check out the layout of town.  

 
Monday included a drive to Silverton. We found the gentle undulating terrain was superb for 
“running in” our freshly worked motor & the huge welcome sign was just right for a group 
photo opportunity.  In Silverton there was the old Hotel, the Mad Max museum, friendly free 
roaming burrels, galleries, old churches, the old school building, old gaol museum etc.  
Lunch was at the Hotel.  We observed the new windfarm under construction in the distance 
and drove northwards to the Mundi Mundi lookout at the head of the Mundi Mundi Plains. 

 
An ABC radio interview at was conducted early Tuesday morning followed by a day to 

explore Broken Hill in a group & 
individually - Pro Hart gallery, Royal 
Flying Doctors national base, the huge 
mining mullock heap on the edge of 
town with the Line of Lode Miners 
Memorial at the top, numerous 
galleries & the shops. 
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During our tour of the RFDS base at Broken Hill, we observed the maintenance of aircraft 
from a balcony overlooking the main hangar.  This regular maintenance being carried out 

was described by the RFDS tour leader. 

 
Anzac Day morning was clear & crisp.  Very few made it to the dawn service, although most 
heard & saw the 6am historic plane flyby.  We paid our respects by visiting the flower 
display at the cemetery which was recognising women who have served in war.  Our travels 

took us to visit the Broken Hill Racecourse via the scenic route, followed by a sustenance 
top up at Bells Milk Bar & an inspection at a local collector’s yard.  Again there was ample 
free time to explore individually or catch up with friends & acquaintances in Broken Hill, 
even a visit to the Menindie Lakes for some.   
On Thursday we bade farewell to Broken Hill and took a leisurely drive to Wentworth, just 
270km south.  We observed the new pipeline in varying stages of construction that will 
deliver water from the Darling to Broken Hill.  We took a short look at the two rivers 
junction (Murray & Darling) followed by lunch in Wentworth township.  On route to Mildura 
we took a look at the Big V Industries museum & workshop.  Our evening was spent on a 
paddle steamer, the Mundoo.  It was quite an experience quietly gliding on the still river in 
the dark.  Trees and private water front homes were lit up for our enjoyment.  Our captain 
was a 16 year old apprentice boat driver who did a great job.  
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Friday morning saw us split into 2 groups by gender.  One group enjoyed shopping at the 
mall while the other visited a private Holden car museum.  Daryl and Margaret call Mildura 
home.  They put on a delicious BBQ lunch at their place, displayed their cars and workshop 
projects and organised for some local Mildura car enthusiasts to visit with their old cars. 
Great effort.  Again there was time for individual exploring in the afternoon. 
On Saturday participants dispersed on individual time schedules for return to Adelaide. 
 
Here are a few photos taken at Broken Hill: 

  
At Bell's 50's Diner, with chrome and laminex kitchen furniture and (right) settling in at the 

Junction Hotel for an evening meal before the glasses were filled. 

 
Austin 7's lined up in the courtyard of the Old Willyama Motel Broken Hill. 



Austin 7 Journals                                                Page 15                                                   July 2018 

British Classics Tour Victor Harbor Sunday 6 May 2018 
Quite a few Austin 7 members entered this annual event as the 
featured marque this year was "Austin of England". 
Meeting at Warland Reserve in Victor Harbor morning 
devonshire tea was had at the Crown Hotel with some 500 
people partaking in this culinary delight.  After welcoming 
everyone, the HMVC flagged us off for a short drive to Waitpinga 
Beach for a break before heading back to Victor, where Arthur & 
Nadia Addyman won the "Marque of the Day" trophy in their 

Austin 10.  Congratulations to you both.  Other A7 Club Austins taking part were an A95, 
1800 and several sevens. 

 

 

 
Taking a break at Waitpinga Beach 
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TTM MODERN REGULARITY 27 May 2018 

 
#71 Steve CONROY  #48 Brendan WEGENER 

 
#77 Andrew BAOHM   #36 Sandy WATTERS 

 
#20 Brenton THORNDIKE  #14 Christopher HUNT 

 
#90 Peter NELSON   #73 Duane GENT 
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2018 Modern Regularity - TTM Trophy Round 2, 27 May 
 A typical mid -Autumn Mallala day greeted drivers for the second round of this 

year’s TTM Trophy, sponsored by Darryl Brigg, with changing weather forecast later 
in the day, from the fine morning.  
Heat 1 – 5 laps: Fine and cool. 1st Anthony Verner Mercedes Benz SLK320, 13 pts; 

2nd Colin Tucker Ford Cortina, 18 pts; with Brendan Wegener Prelude/Magna and 
John Tiller Mazda MX5, =3rd 19 pts. 
Heat 2 – 6 laps: The first rain showers fell during this heat. 1st Sandy Watters 

Peugeot 206Gti, 6 pts; 2nd Duane Gent Holden Commodore, 31 pts; 3rd Noel Harris 

Ford Escort MkII, 34 pts. 
Heat 3 - 7 laps: By now the rain had arrived and the wet track caused drivers 

problems in achieving their nominated times, as the results show! 1st Jordan 
Johnston Hyundai Excel, 128 pts; 2nd Sandy Watters, 195 pts; 3rd Jayden Catalano 
Hyundai Excel, 196 pts. 
Heat 4 -7 laps: The track was now damp but drying and the drivers’ challenges 

hadn’t got any easier, particularly for the first group out. 1st Henry Bowden Toyota 

Celica, 100 pts; 2nd Donald Stacey Hyundai Elantra, 141 pts; 3rd Katrina Nitschke 
Peugeot 206, 195 pts. 

Overall placings were 1st Sandy Watters 103 pts, 2nd Darryl Brigg 744 pts and 3rd 
Donald Stacey 875 pts. 

As noted, the weather changes during the day played a significant part in the event 
results but they also enabled different drivers, (not the “usual suspects”), to achieve 
their well-earned moments of glory. 
This was also the first round of the BMW Drivers Club Regularity Challenge, with 
seven drivers taking part. 
Heat 1 – 5 laps:  Fine. 1st Nick Metcalfe BMW 2002, 41 pts; 2nd Tony Hixson BMW 
528i, 43 pts; 3rd Craig Florance BMW E30, 66 pts.  
Heat 2 – 6 laps: Fine. 1st Nick Metcalfe, 29 pts; 2nd Tony Hixson, 68 pts; 3rd Craig 

Florance, 80 pts. 
Heat 3 - 7 laps: These drivers now had a Wet track. 1st Craig Florance, 174 pts; 2nd 

Peter Renton BMW 320i, 560 pts; 3rd Nick Metcalfe, 652 pts. 
Heat 4 - 8 laps: Damp. 1st  Nick Metcalfe, 155 pts; 2nd Peter Renton, 294 pts; 3rd 

Tony Hixson, 353 pts. 
Overall placings were 1st Craig Florance, 742 pts; 2nd Nick Metcalfe, 877 pts; 3rd 
Peter Renton, 1012 pts. 

 
2018 Modern Regularity - TTM Trophy Round 3, 24 June 

 This time the weather, for a day in mid-winter, turned out to be OK – cold, fine 
and sunny all day, with no Mallala wind! Our sponsor for the meeting again was 

Darryl Brigg. 

 It was a day of mechanical woes for several, the emergence of a new “star” and 
the return of Colin Zytveld to the event.  In fact it was 5 years to the day since he 
last won a trophy, which Tony Morgan was only too pleased to present to him from 

that meeting, as it had been gathering dust in Tony’s garage!  However, his car broke 
the gearbox as he received the flag at the end of heat 2 – out for the day! 
 Susan Glasson struggled to complete heat 1, with only 2nd and 4th gears 

working and then found that the gearbox had a severe oil leak – also out for the day! 
 Andrew Baohm had a bizarre occurrence in heat 1 – on lap 1, the whole pedal 

structure (clutch, brakes and accelerator) broke away from the firewall of his 
Monaro! Undaunted, Andrew returned home, collected his Ford Mustang and 
returned to the fray for Heat 3! 

 Colin Tucker and Brett Watters also fell foul of the mechanical gremlins 
during the meeting. 
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Heat 1 – 5 laps. 1st  James Sutton Mitsubishi Lancer EVO 5, 20 pts; 2nd Colin 

Zytveld Nissan Bluebird, 21 pts; 3rd Colin Tucker Ford Cortina, 23 pts. 
Heat 2 – 6 laps. 1st  Philip Bunker, IDS SCR3, 14 pts; 2nd James Sutton, 18 pts; 3rd 

Anthony Verner Mercedes Benz SLK320, 23 pts. 
Heat 3 – 6 laps. 1st  Sandy Watters Peugeot 206 Gti, 15 pts; 2nd Peter Nelson 

Subaru WRX Sti, 26 pts; 3rd Geoff Stephens Hyundai Excel, 28 pts 
Heat 2 – 5 laps. 1st  James Sutton, 11 pts; 2nd Stephen Drury Mazda RX7, 13 pts; 

3rd John Tiller Mazda MX5, 20 pts. 
 On a fine day all winning drivers were able record low scores; overall placings 

were – 1st James Sutton, 132 pts; 2nd Anthony Verner, 152 pts; 3rd Stephen Drury, 
161 pts.  
 Congratulations to our new “star in the making”, James Sutton on his win. 

This was his FIRST drive in our competition, after only ONE day of track experience 
– however John Tiller took (some??) credit for this success - “I taught him everything 
he knows!!” 
The leaders in the TTM Trophy are - 1st Sandy Watters 183 pts; 2nd Anthony 
Verner, 140 pts; 3rd Kristen Bailey 123.5 pts. 

This was also round 2 of the Ladies Series. 
Heat 1 – 1st Michelle Wegener Mitsubishi Magna 35 pts; 2nd Sandy Watters 92 pts; 

3rd Katrina Nelson (nee Nitschke) Peugeot 206, 130 pts. 
Heat 2 – 1st 28 pts; 2nd Sandy Watters 29 pts; 3rd Kristen Bailey 45 pts. 
Heat 3 – 1st Sandy Watters 15 pts; 2nd Kristen Bailey 38 pts; 3rd Katrina Nelson 45 

pts. 
Heat 4 – 1st Katrina Nelson 35 pts; 2nd Michelle Wegener 43 pts; 3rd Kristen Bailey 

59 pts. 
After sharing the spoils, the meeting placings were 1st Michelle Wegener, 2nd Sandy 
Watters, 3rd Katrina Nelson and 4th Kristen Bailey. 

For the Ladies Series Trophy, the leaders are - 1st Sandy Watters 16 pts; =2nd 
Kristen Bailey and Michelle Wegener 15 pts.  
This was also the second round of the BMW Drivers Club Regularity Challenge, 

with 4 drivers taking part. 
Heat 1 – 5 laps.1st Nick Metcalfe BMW 2002 30 pts; 2nd Graham Patterson BMW 

M535i 36 pts; 3rd Tony Hixson BMW 528i, 63 pts. 
Heat 2 – 5 laps.1st Craig Florance BMW E30 34 pts; 2nd Tony Hixson 35 pts; 3rd 

Graham Patterson 58 pts. 
Heat 3 – 6 laps.1st Tony Hixson 114 pts; 2nd Craig Florance 122 pts; 3rd Nick 

Metcalfe 167 pts. 
Heat 4 – 6 laps.1st Tony Hixson 33 pts; 2nd Craig Florance 50 pts; 3rd Nick Metcalfe 

89 pts. 

Overall meeting placings were - 1st Tony Hixson 245 pts; 2nd Craig Florance 277 pts; 
3rd Nick Metcalfe 361 pts. 
The BMW Challenge leaders are - 1st Craig Florance 24 pts; 2nd Tony Hixson 23 pts; 

3rd Nick Metcalfe 22 pts. 

Barry Frost 
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TTM Modern Regularity 24 June 2018 

 
#11 Philip BUNKER     #72 Anthony VERNER 
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TTM MODERN REGULARITY 24 June 2018 

 
#46 Michelle WEGENER    #30 Brett WATTERS 

 
#61 John TILLER   #43 Colin ZYTVELD 

 
#70 Paul TAYLOR   #8 Geoff STEPHENS 

 
#69 Colin TUCKER  #5 Andrew McKIGGAN 
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64
th 

 Year of SA/Vic A7 Border Runs – Horsham 9/11 June 2018 
 

On the morning of Friday 8th June, 10 vehicles, carrying a total of 17 people, left 
Mount Barker, headed for Wellington and then Meningie, on our way to Kingston.  
The plan being overnight at Kingston and then onto Horsham to join the Victorian 

Austin 7 Club for the annual Border Run.  A further 8 cars (16 people) from the SA 
club would be making the journey direct to Horsham on Saturday morning. 

(Included in the Saturday arrivals were our members Lee and John Sandford from 
Mildura). 
The Friday contingent should have departed with two more cars carrying four 

people, but the gremlins were already biting.  Simon and Trevor Mander in the 
Doctor’s Coupe and David Garnett in his 7 made it to Glen Osmond before David’s 
crankshaft fell apart.  Hard-Luck Story No. 1.  Back to Simon’s and David then 

drove Simon’s 1934 Austin 14 for the journey.  It was fortuitous that he was in a 
bigger car, as you will read soon. 
 

As we passed through Langhorne Creek Martin veered off into Bleasdale’s winery for 
some vital “stores”.  Grace and Ron were following him and Ron had to wrestle the 

wheel of the Datsun 2000 Fairlady out of Grace’s hands to stop her from following 
him. 
 

Morning tea at the ferry and then over the river and onwards to Meningie – well, 
onwards for about 500 metres for Bob and Chris Gell in their Vanden Plas Princess 
1100.  The electronic fuel pump in the Princess retired.  Hard-Luck Story No. 2.  A 

trip back to Adelaide in the RAA truck for the Princess, Bob and Chris which 
enabled them to transfer luggage into their modern and arrive at Kingston at about 

6:30pm.  With much gratitude Bob and Chris are full of praise for the RAA. 
 

We stopped at Andrew and Deb Dawes’ home for our BYO lunch at Meningie.  

Andrew has a well set-up garage in which we sat, surrounded by an impressive 
collection of motor memorabilia, including his Austin 7 (and a modern ride-on lawn 
mower).  Andrew is an accommodating host and we all thanked him for his 

hospitality as we left to continue to Kingston. 190 miles.  
 

Happy hour and a pleasant meal was followed 

by a restful night at the Lacepede Bay Motel. 
After a cooked breakfast we set forth in quite a 

heavy fog for the 150 mile journey to 
Horsham.  The fog cleared by the time we 
reached Lucindale, and then it was good 

travelling to Naracoorte to fuel up the humans. 
 

A short distance out of Naracoorte I came 

across this scene.  Simon and Trevor’s 
Doctor’s Coupe ran out of power. It appeared 
there was an ignition issue, so David Garnett got stuck into the distributor.  Problem 

solved.  The car fired into life and everybody got mobile again – for about a mile.  
Similar scene around the same car.  This time there was a suggestion that the 

condenser might be faulty.  The old one, with a loose wire that virtually fell out, was 
removed and a new one fitted (who carries a spare condenser?). The problem was 
declared fixed.   
 

And so it was for another mile, where the little car was parked again.  “Right, let’s 
have a look at the coil.”  When I left (parking was not ideal at that point in the road) 
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David was trimming the badly charred end of the high tension lead from the coil. 

However, the final diagnosis was a stripped timing gear. 
 

The poor little coupe was loaded onto an RAA truck for delivery back to Adelaide.  

Hard Luck Story No. 3.  Simon and Trevor loaded themselves into the Austin 14 
David was driving (refer to Hard Luck Story No. 1) and they eventually arrived at the 

Motel in Horsham at about 5:00pm.  Another set of grateful RAA members. 
 

On arrival at the motel in Horsham we were greeted by the SA members who made 

the journey from Adelaide on Saturday as well as the Victorian members who had 
also booked in.  A really good display of Austins generally and many 7s being 
unloaded from trailers as well as a few helpers standing around watching the flat 

tyre on Ian Jones’ car being changed.  Happy hour at 4:30 gave way to dinner in a 
great friendly atmosphere.   

 

After wiping the heavy dew off our cars on Sunday morning we headed off to Murtoa, 
about 20 miles from Horsham to take in some morning tea and have a look at the 

Stick Shed.  Thanks to a local ladies’ group we topped up with fresh scones and 
some caffeine to keep us going. 

In 1941 there was a wheat glut in Australia 

brought about by the war-time inability to 
export Australia’s produce and the bumper 

season that was being experienced. In several 
places, including Murtoa, bulk grain bunkers 
were built to store the excess wheat.  This 

one is 275m long, 60 metres wide and 20 
metres high along its apex. The roof is 

pitched at the same angle at which wheat 
naturally falls. 
The roof is supported by 560 poles, every one 

of them from single mountain ash trees.  
Those down the centre line were from trees 
over 20 metres (60 feet) tall. Any wonder it 

gained the nick-name of The Stick Shed.  
Being the only one of its type left in the 

world, it is heritage listed. 
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On to Rupanyup, about 9 miles away to view some 

silo art.  This is an impressive drawing of 2 local 
teenagers in netball and football uniforms 
depicting the togetherness of rural communities.  

There is a series of silos in the region and a good 
side-tour will take you to them.  They create 

tourist traffic which helps keep these small towns 
alive. 
 

Then to the Commercial Hotel for lunch. Somebody 
was on the ball because this photo was taken from 

the Rupanyup Silo-art facebook page 

 
After lunch we headed for Woods’ Farming and Heritage Museum for a long time 

gazing at everything rural – from household clothing and appliances to workshop 
machinery and a couple of large sheds of tractors, trucks and farm implements. 

 

Some of us then visited the Water Tower Museum which had 
some interesting displays, especially this pedal organ which 
belonged to one Ernst August Schache (1853-1939) who was 

born in Greenock, SA and moved to the Rupanyup district with 
his family in 1873. August was a distant relation to our own Ron 

Schache. 
A few cars went on to have a 
look at a couple of other silo-

art examples, while most 
headed back to the motel load 

cars onto trailers and prepare for the journey 
home, or just for a bit of a break before happy 
hour and dinner.  The closing dinner on Sunday 

night was again a very social affair.  The Athol 
Lamont Perpetual Trophy was awarded to Rob & 
Ivy Davis for their A7 Coupe. 

Monday morning saw a flurry of activity as 
everybody loaded up and headed for home.  A few of us stopped at Bordertown for 

an early lunch break before the last leg.  I haven’t heard of any hard luck stories 
from the homeward trip.  Some called into The Bend Motorsport Park at Tailem 
Bend for a look and to christen the new carpark pavement with oil from leaking 
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Austins.  There’s obviously still a lot of work to be done, but it is looking very smart. 

Martin Lewis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See you at the Border next year. 
 

Members on the Border Run from SA were: 

Scott Appleyard;  Alan & Val Baker;  Barney & Jean Bunker;  Chris Cutting & her 
sister Vivian;  David Garnett;  Bob & Christine Gell;  Trevor & Rosalie Gent;  Bill 
Gower & daughter, Suzanne;  David & Michele Grear;  Doug & Vivienne Hill;  Ian & 

Cheryl Jones;  Martin Lewis;  Greg & Julie Lindsay;  Simon Mander & Trevor 
Mander;  Lee & John Sandford;  Ron & Grace Schache;  David Searles;  Laurie & 

Pam Sutton;  Steve & Beryl Thorpe. 
 

Over the years of recording Border Runs for 64 years, it can be reported that Ian 

Jones has the record, so far, in attending 47 Runs, it would have been 49 Runs but 
for the reason that he arrived late on two occasions, (we had departed on the 
Monday morning prior to his arrival).  Next is David Searles on 42; Cheryl Jones on 

39 (similarly should be 41 but for the two late arrivals); David Grear on 35; Joyce 
Garnett on 23 and David Garnett on 20 Runs. 

 

 

 
The Streets of Murtoa were filled with Austin 7's in readiness for morning tea. 
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Reproduced from July 1978 Austin 7 Journals celebrating 25 Years of the Austin 7 Club in South Aust. 
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Despite the last sentence the Editor can not find any evidence of this article being concluded. 
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Charlie Adams, Bruce Bridgart, Trevor Mander, and Colin Hanks with "Chumly" at 
the Austin 7 Clubrooms on their return from Birdsville on 10 June 1978. 
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With the Bay to Birdwood coming up on 30 September, members who feel they 

should enter the Concours d'Elegance can peruse the following article for ideas for 
your lovely lady to feel the part of the era of your Austin 7, however it is stressed 
that it would be a good idea to leave the shotgun home.  
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GOOD LUCK! 

 

The Bay to Birdwood Run Entry form is available on the web-site 

www.baytobirdwood.com.au 
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Young Simon Mander winning a race at the Austin 7 Beach run 20 January 1980 


