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AUSTIN 7 CLUB OF S.A. INC 
Club Patron: Hon Stephen Mullighan MP State Member for Lee. 

2017 COMMITTEE 
 

PRESIDENT:        GRAHAM BUESNEL 
Ph: 8449 4764 or 0438 794 979 
email: buesnelgc@hotmail.com 
 

SECRETARY:     MARTIN LEWIS 
Ph: 8377 0893 or  0414 727 893 
email: lewistraining@ozemail.com.au 
 

TREASURER:            LAURIE SUTTON 
Ph: 8358 3421 or: 0418 831 974 
email: webbson@chariot.net.au 
 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:RALPH DRAGE 
Ph: 8251 2637 or 0418 846 082  
email: rdrage@bigpond.net.au 
 

ASST TREASURER:   RON SCHACHE 
Ph: 8264 6317 email: grace.schache@bigpond.com 
 

COMPETITION SECRETARY:  
     TONY MORGAN 
Ph: 8264 7179 email: tony@amcommtech.com.au 
 

REGISTRAR & LOG BOOKS:   
             DAVID GARNETT 
Ph: 0457 434 718 email:david.garnett@hotmail.com 
 

SPARES MANAGER & Vice President: 
       DAVID GREAR 
Ph: 8296 1689   email: dgrear@optusnet.com.au 
The Austin 7 Spares Shed is open prior to Monthly 
Club Meetings, Austin 7 Technical Nights and other 
times as notified by the Manager. 
 

TOURING:       SCOTT APPLEYARD 
Ph: 8295 3431 or 0427 243 879 
email: scapple@bigpond.com 

TOURING:   SIMON MANDER 
Ph: 8365 7145 or 0422 111 447 
email: amvs1@internode.on.net 
A comprehensive touring programme is conducted 
annually, any suggestions of events or places to 
visit are welcomed.  
 

PROPERTY       ALAN BAKER 
Ph: 8261 1175 or 0437 428 543  
email:rodneybaker11@dodo.com.au 
Working Bees to maintain the property are held on 
an "as required basis".  Members will be advised of 
any working bee planned at a meeting prior or by 
email.  
 

EDITOR, A7 Journals:       DAVID SEARLES 
Ph: 8445 1444 or  0408 700 047  
email: dsearles10@bigpond.com 
The Austin 7 Journals is published quarterly by the 
club and is available on the club web site and at 
meetings in January, April, July and October.  Items 
for inclusion of each issue close at the end of the 
previous month. 
 

CAMS Delegate:   TONY MORGAN 
Ph: 8264 7179    email: tony@amcommtech.com.au 

FEDERATION REPRESENTATIVE: 
            DARRYL BYFIELD 
Ph;8266 1762    email: sanitrocmk1@yahoo.com.au 

LIBRARIAN:           BARRY PANNELL 
Ph: 8255 1371 email: barrypannell@yahoo.com.au 
 

Conditional Registration Inspectors & 
Authorised Officers  
Scott Appleyard: Southern Suburbs 
Ph: 0427 243 879 
Rick Hoffman: Southern Vales 
Ph: 0408 898 736 
Wolf Semler: Southern Vales.  
Ph: 8550 7760 
Trevor Clerke: Yorke Peninsula. 
Ph: 0428 851 139 
Geoff Stephens; All areas. 
Ph: 0437 061 569 
Ralph Drage: All areas. 
Ph: 8251 2637 or 0418 846 082 
David Garnett All areas 
Ph: 0457 434 718 
Graham Buesnel North Western  Suburbs. 
Ph: 0438 794 979 
 

THE AUSTIN 7 CLUB OF S.A. INC IS 
AFFILIATED WITH: 
CONFEDERATION OF AUSTRALIAN MOTOR 
SPORT, and 
FEDERATION OF HISTORIC MOTORING CLUBS 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 
 

FINANCIAL: The Club is able to accept payment 

of subscriptions, for events or fees by Internet 
Banking.   
Banking details are: BSB 085-333 A/c 838545354.  
When transferring funds to the Club please quote 
your name or a reference so that the Treasurer is 
able to identify your payment. 

All correspondence to: 

The Secretary 
AUSTIN 7 CLUBROOMS: 262 TAPLEYS HILL ROAD, SEATON 5023 

Annual subscriptions Full: $70.00: Associate/Remote: $40.00 
The Austin 7 Club SA Internet address is: www.austin7clubsa.com.au 

Monthly Club Meetings (second Monday* of each month) commence at 7.30pm, please bring 
plate of supper to share.  *Check club calendar for correct date. 
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Austin 7 Journals 
 

Volume 219 - JANUARY 2017 
 

 

A Word from GB                                                 
 

 

Hi Members and Friends, 

As I put pen to paper I have been thinking about the diversity of our membership and the expertise that 

we have in our club. It's great to be able to tap into skills of different people and get all types of ideas 

on how to do things. 

With Ralph deciding to take a rest from the President's position after 9 years I was elected your 

President for the forthcoming year. It was also rewarding to know that we have a full committee and I 

welcome all who were elected. 

Ralph will still be an active and important member of the committee as the Assistant Secretary, and has 

assisted me during the takeover period. 

Three new members of the committee are, Scott Appleyard and Simon Mander who have taken on the 

positions of Touring Coordinators and David Garnett is our new Registrar responsible for Log Books. 

It's great to have all the people on the team willing to help run your club for the next year. 

The club has been very successful in maintaining its numbers, with natural attrition and the gaining of 

new members during the past year. This has been achieved by the success of Modern Regularity run 

under the name of Track Time Motorsport with a number of new competitors. 

At the last two meetings at Mallala Modern Regularity, the Dorian automatic timing devices purchased 

by the Club have been used very successfully. The Timing Team and competitors now have the exact 

time for each car.  

We have had two retirements during the past month, one being Marie Drage, who for over 9 years has 

run the Quarterly Luncheon. On behalf of the Club, I thank you Marie for your organisational skills in 

maintaining this luncheon over that period of time.  

Also Ruth Perry who has donated prizes for the  free raffle at the Christmas Dinner each year, spoke at 

the Sea Rescue Squadron saying that 91 years of age meant it was getting  too hard to go shopping for 

the prizes. We all thank you for your contribution to the success of our Christmas Dinners. 

Please feel free to approach me on any club matters of concern or ideas that you have as I have  easy 

listening ears including the hearing aids. 

Let's all work together to keep the Austin 7 Club of SA Inc. the top club in the State. I am looking 

forward to meeting you all during the year. 

Supper is where we socialise at the end of the meeting so don't forget to bring that plate along to enjoy 

with your friends. 

I hope you all had a Merry Christmas and wish you a Happy New Year 

Drive Safely 

 

 

Graham Buesnel 
President 
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COMING EVENTS for 2017. 
 

 
 

 

January 2017 

21 A7/TTM 2016 End of Season Dinner at 

 Royal Coach Motel 
26 Australia Day Run to Walker Flat 

 Departs Mt Pleasant 10.15am sharp.  

29 Cars of Australia - Strathalbyn 
 

February 2017 

6 Committee Meeting 

12 All British Day - Echunga Oval Meet 

 Victoria Hotel car park for 9am 
 departure morning tea at Meadows, all 

 vehicles to be in place at Echunga by 

 10.45am 

13 Monthly Club Meeting 

19 Modern Regularity R1 
21 A7 Leisure Run 

27 A7 Technical Night & Run 
 

March 2017 

2/5 Clipsal 500 

6 Committee Meeting 

19 VSCC Display Day at Keswick 

20 Monthly Club Meeting 
21 A7 Leisure Run 

23/26 Aust F1 GP Melbourne 
26 A7 Social Day Run 

27 A7 Technical Night 
 

April 2017 

2 McLaren Vale Vintage & Classic 

3 Committee Meeting 
9 Modern Regularity R2 

9 Rock 'N' Roll Rendezvous Birdwood 

10 Monthly Club Meeting 

8/13  95th Austin 7 Tour Toowoomba Qld 

14/17  Austins Over Australia Ipswich Qld 

22/23 Historic Racing Mallala. 
 

May 2017 
1 Committee Meeting 

7 British Classics Tour - Victor Harbor 

8 Monthly Club Meeting 

16 A7 Leisure Run 

21 Cavalcade of Classics - Copper Triangle 

22 A7 Technical Night 
27/28 41st Historic Winton 

28 Modern Regularity R3 

28 Coast to Coast Run - Morris Register 
 

June 2017 

5 Committee Meeting 

10/12 Border Run to SA/Vic Border 

19 Monthly Club Meeting 
20 A7 Leisure Run 

25 A7 Social Day Run 

25 Modern Regularity R4 

26 A7 Technical Night 
 

July 2017 

3 Committee Meeting 

10 Monthly Club Meeting 

16 A7 Hills Luncheon 
18 A7 Leisure Run 

24 A7 Technical Night 

30 Modern Regularity R5 Club 

 Championship 
 

August 2017 

7 Committee Meeting 

14 Monthly Club Meeting 
20 A7 Social Day Run 

22 A7 Leisure Run 

28 A7 Technical Night 
 

September 2017 

1 Old Car Day 

4 Committee Meeting 

10 Modern Regularity R6 
11 Monthly and A G Meetings 

19 A7 Leisure Run 

24 Bay to Birdwood Classic 

25 A7 Technical Night 

30  Pre War Austin 7 Run. 
 

October 2017 

1/2 Pre War Austin 7 Run 
4 Committee Meeting  

8/15 World Solar Challenge 

9 Monthly Club Meeting 

15 A7 Social Day Run 

23 A7 Technical Night 

24 A7 Leisure Run 
29 Modern Regularity R7 
 

November 2017 

6 Committee Meeting 

13 Monthly Club Meeting 

14 A7 Leisure Run 

18/19 Bendigo Swap Meet 

19 A7 Social Day Run 
19 Modern Regularity R8 

27 A7 Technical Night & Run 
 

December 2017 

2 Subs & Rego Day at the 

 Clubrooms 10am to 2pm 

4 Committee Meeting 

5 A7 Leisure Run 
10 Subs & Rego Day at the 

 Clubrooms 10am to 2pm 

10 Christmas Function 

11 Monthly Club Meeting 

 



 
 

 

The magazine of the Austin Seven Clubs' Association (pictured left) is 

available to all members on an annual basis via the Club Membership 
Secretary.  The cost is $22.00 per annum and is a wealth of knowledge 
to all those interested in the Austin Seven motor car.  The cost can be 

included in your membership. 
 

 

  Club regalia for sale:   
The club has a variety of items of interest to members which are available from the Treasurer 
each meeting at the clubrooms. 
 

Austin 7 Club Decal small:     $1.00 
Austin 7 Club Decal large     $2.00 
Austin script hat/lapel badge:    $3.00 
Austin 7 Club Cap      $12.50 
Austin 7 Club Hat      $12.50 
Austin 7 Club Badge Metal Radiator   $22.00 
Austin 7 Club 50th year history book:   $20.00 
Austin 7 Short Sleeve Yellow & Blue top:  $20.00 
Austin 7 Short Sleeve Dark Blue 3 button top  $30.00  sizes in stock M,L, & XL. 
Austin 7 Long Sleeve Polar Fleece Jumpers:  $45.00  sizes in stock S,M,L & XL. 
Track Time Motorsport Cap    $10.00 
Track Time Motorsport Polo Shirt    $34.00 
Austin 7 Lubrication Chart, Laminated   $20.00 (available from A7 spares shed) 



Austin 7 Journals                                                Page 6                                                   January 2017 

 

The following is a press release from the Transport Minister that will be of interest to many Club members. 

 

 
 

The Austin 7 Club SA Inc is expected to receive correspondence from the Government early in the new 
year outlining the proposed changes and the effect on clubs by asking for comment on these changes. 
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Contact Chris HaubrichUnit 2/ 49 South Tce Wingfield SA 5013 

Ph: 8445 7215 Fax: 8346 0293  Mob: 0433 162 354 
email: sales@casesandcrates.com.au 
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PAST EVENTS 

LOXTON MALLEE RUN   1st – 3rd October 2016 
On October 1 seven cars, comprising of Lewis’s Austin 16, our Austin A95, Rix’s 

Cadillac, Schache’s Datsun Fairlady, Sutton’s Datsun 120Y, Grear’s Ford Mustang 
& Baker's Mercedes Coupe, met at Measdays Lookout just past Eagle On The Hill to 
go to the Loxton Mallee Run.  With everyone arriving on time we headed off to 

Murray Bridge (via the old road) where Martin had made a booking for us at GCS 
Espresso Bar and Café.  
 

After having a delicious lunch we 
travelled to Loxton via Tailem Bend, 

Karoonda & Alawoona.  When we 
arrived at Loxton we went straight to 
Flight Motors (the local Holden & 

Mitsubishi dealer) to register for the 
event & have a cuppa & bickie.  We 

then went to the Loxton Hotel Motel 
where we were staying for the next 2 
nights. Here we were met by the 

Keegan’s & their Austin A30 
Countryman (they left home the 
previous day).  Some of us had pre-

dinner drinks and a nibble before heading off to the Loxton District Bowling Club for 
dinner. 
 

When we went to leave the Motel trouble struck (we were entry number 13 & Ralph 
had just put the number on the car).  

Ralph pressed the started button on our 
95 but nothing happened – dead as a 
door knob.  Luckily another entrant from 

Broken Hill came to the rescue with a 
starter pack & once it was attached the 
old girl roared to life, so off we went to 

tea.  When we arrived Ralph tried to 
start it again - nothing. With the 

symptom pointing to a dead battery, 
David Grear drove Ralph to a couple of 
garages to buy a new battery – not the 

easiest thing to find in a country town at 7pm on a Saturday night.  Ralph then 
replaced the old battery with a new one – still nothing when the button was pressed, 

so it was now time to call the RAA.  Ralph had a chance to get a few bites of tea 
whilst waiting for the RAA man to arrive.  When he did arrive & do some tests he 
wasn’t sure if the starter or the solenoid was faulty.  Whichever it was, it was either 

push it to start it all week end, or get it trucked back to Adelaide & thumb a lift with 
someone else for the weekend.  Not wanting to be blamed for someone having a 
heart attack while pushing the 95, I insisted it be put on a truck.  Luckily Ted Rix & 

Janis offered for us to travel in style in their Cadillac for the weekend. 
 

The next day (Sunday) we had a very nice breakfast at the Loxton Club before 

heading off to Paruna for morning tea.  All entrants were given an Observation 
Questionnaire which we attempted to answer unsuccessfully.  When we arrived the 

more than 80 vehicles were lined up on the oval in their various years of 
manufacture.  This enabled entrants to vote for their choice in each group.  
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PAST EVENTS 
LOXTON MALLEE RUN   1st – 3rd October 2016 Cont: 
 

 
 

After morning tea we picked up our Running Board lunch then drove to Lloyd 
Griffith’s property for lunch & to see his very extensive collection of “things”.  Firstly 

we were able to view several huge open sheds which contained tractors (new & old – 
big & not so big), lots of Headers (new & old) & other farm machinery & heaps of 
parts thereof.   

 
After lunch we drove to his house property several k’s away where we viewed 2 huge 
shed with at least 30 cars in each.  One shed also has few nicely restored motor 

bikes.  His collection of cars, mainly in excellent original or restored condition is 
every man’s dream.  We then had a nice afternoon tea in the front yard of Lloyd's 
home.  As you know, eating is very important. 
 

Then it was back to the motel to get ready for the Presentation Dinner at the Loxton 
Club.  It was a fun night with a nice 3 course meal, entertainment & lots of laughs. 

Ralph almost got the hard luck trophy, but was pipped at the post by a Zephyr 
which a broken steering rod thingo & it too had to be trucked back to Adelaide. 
 

Just as well Ted agreed to bring us home in the Caddie 
because Ralph had packed far too much, so we needed 
a big boot.  After having another nice breakfast at the 

Bowling Club we set off for home whereas the others left 
a bit later & had lunch at Swan Reach before heading 

home. 
 

It was a fabulous weekend.  The weather was very kind 

to us & the company was great as always. 
 

Thanks must go to Martin & Dianne for organising the weekend for us & to Ted for 

chauffeuring us around. 
 
Marie Drage   PS – The 95 had a faulty starter motor – So much for the 

new battery. 
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MODERN REGULARITY 16 OCTOBER 2016 
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MODERN REGULARITY 16 OCTOBER 2016 

 
Noel HARRIS     Jordan JOHNSTON 

 
Stephen DRURY     Gavin LYMN 

 
Jason THIELE     Philip SCADDING 

 
John ELLIS     Kristen BAILEY 
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On 22nd October 2016 the Club was asked whether it would like to put on a display 

of club vehicles at Bunnings Woodville as a lead up to the Herbert Austin run on 6 
November, so ten of us brought our cars along and did just that. 

 

 
..and then on Monday 24 October the Austin 7 Technical Night run was to Regency 

Park Tavern Days Road, via Mawson Lakes, and about 15 vehicles took the journey.  
Forming up at the clubrooms, were various club vehicles before being given run 
sheets and sent on their way. Another excellent run to get your Austins on the road. 
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150th Birthday of Sir Herbert Austin 
Herbert Austin, the founder of the Austin Motor Company, was born on 8th 

November 1866. On 6th November 2016 the Austin 7 Club hosted a run from 

Woodville to Modbury to commemorate Herbert’s 150th birthday. 
 

Cars began arriving at the start point at the former Holden’s Motor Body Builders 
site at Woodville at around 9:30am on a pleasant Sunday morning.   
“Why a Holden site for an Austin event?” you may ask.  

 
From the 1910s through to 1934 Holdens assembled many makes of imported 

vehicles from CKD kits (Completely Knocked Down). General Motors acquired 
Holdens and from 1934 assembled only vehicles from the GM family.  Austins were 
among the cars previously assembled by Holdens, and it is quite conceivable that 

some of the A7s participating on the day had actually been assembled at the site. 
 
Bunnings, who have control of the carpark in front of their store were very 

cooperative and had no objection to us taking over a large section to assemble the 
cars.  I had informed the Police that we were going to hold the run, and just before 

departure time a couple of uniformed officers arrived and then travelled with the 
convoy for part of the journey to make sure we had no problems at major 
intersections.  While we didn’t need their assistance, it was good to have their 

presence. 
 

We had advertised the event at several clubs which we knew had Austin owners 
amongst their membership. As a result the 25 cars from the A7 Club were joined by 
cars from the Austin Healey Owners Club, Sprite Club, NARC, Adelaide Hills Motor 

Restorers, Sporting Car Club, Model T Ford Club, and All Makes Historic Car Club. 
 
At 10:30am, after a welcome address by the Club’s Patron, the Hon. Stephen 

Mullighan MP, the convoy of 42 cars was flagged off by our Patron.  The route was 
up Port Road to Park Terrace, Hindmarsh, along Park Tce, Fitzroy Tce and Robe Tce, 

onto Northcote Terrace and then to Main North East Road.  It was a pretty straight-
forward route, with only left turns, that took about 40 minutes to complete to arrival 
at Civic Park, Modbury (opposite the Tea Tree Plaza shopping centre). 

 

 
Leigh & Marilyn Thomas in their 1929 A7 followed by Peter Dover & Margaret in his A7 "Tow-Hook" 

While this was happening, Ralph Drage and some non-Austin-owning members were 

at Civic Park, setting up our parking area and marshalling the cars as they arrived.  
It was a pleasant, sunny day to enjoy looking at the cars from other clubs, generally 
talking cars and relaxing at the park. 
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150th Birthday of Sir Herbert Austin Cont: 

 

 
The two lines-up of Austins at Civic Park in brilliant sunshine. 

The cars attracted a fair amount of attention from passers-by, and we held a 
“People’s Choice” competition to select the most popular car.  The winner of the 
“People’s Choice” trophy was Peter Dover in his Nissan-powered, Austin 7 tow truck.  

It was clearly a popular win.  

Congratulations, Peter. 
 

 

By about 1:00pm some owners began to drift away so we 
concluded the day with an official cake-cutting ceremony.  
Pam Sutton had made a delicious fruit cake and decorated 

with an iced picture of an Austin 7.  It was a superb looking 
and tasting cake for us to celebrate Sir Herbert’s birthday. 
 

By about 2:30pm everybody had left and Ralph and I had 
made sure the area was clean to ensure we got our deposit back from the Tea Tree 

Gully Council. As we went to lock the gates we discovered that a member of the 
public had parked a car in front of the gate and we would not be able to close the 
gate until the car was moved.  It looked like we might be waiting for an 

indeterminate time, but we located the owner on the other side of the park, so we 
were able to lock-up and depart at a reasonable time. 
 

I thought it was a good day, and thanks need to go to Josephine, Activities 
Coordinator at Bunnings, Woodville, SA Police, City of Tea Tree Gully, Stephen 

Mullighan, Ralph who was a great help through the planning stage, the members 
who assisted him at Civic Park, and to Pam for the fantastic cake. 
 

Martin 
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Some more Austins being flagged off from Woodville by our Patron, (less 

flamboyantly than Glen Dix would have done, but nevertheless we thank him.) 

 
Graham & Pam Thorpe Austin 8 (A7C)  Brian & Joy Grant Austin Healey (SCC) 

 
Ken Farminer Austin Healey (AHOC)  Michael Poland 1926 Austin 12 (SCC) 

 
Paul & Carol Daniels 1934 Austin 10 (A7C)   Les Dienhoff & Meryl Kafka 1954 Austin A70 (A7C) 

 
Bill Gower's 1957 Austin A55 (A7C)       Graham & Carol Buesnel  1957 Austin A105 (A7C) 
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150th Birthday of Sir Herbert Austin Cont: 

 

 
David & Meg Woods Austin Healey  (AHOC) Tim Sciberras 1960 Austin A40 Farina (A7C) 

 
Simon Mander 1937 Austin 14 Goodwood (A7C)Brenton & Cyndy Spangler1933 Austin 10 (A7C) 

 
Brad Scrivens 1955 Austin A30 (A7C)  Steve Connell 1969 Austin 1800 MkII (A7C) 

 
Ron Hassett 1936 Austin 20 York (AHMRC) Bob Upton Austin Healey 3000 (AHOC) 
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150th Birthday of Sir Herbert Austin Cont: 

 

 
Paul Bradley Austin Healey 100 (AHOC) Arthur & Nadia Addyman 1932 Austin 7 Saloon (A7C) 

 
Don MacLean 1960 Austin A110 (A7C)       Robyn Vickridge-Smith 1958 Austin Lancer (A7C) 

 
Murray Packer 1956 Austin A90 (AMHCC) Phil & Jean Bunker 1929 Austin 7 Ulster (A7C) 

 
Robert Brand 1968 Austin 1800 MkII (NARC) Chris Watters 1932 Austin 7 Special (A7C) 
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2016 Austin 7 Club Cruise through the Great Barrier Reef 
 Enthused by glowing reports of the joys of cruising from several members 
during 2015, Ralph Drage proposed that the Austin 7 Club should embark on such 

an adventure.  After consultation with interested members, we opted for a week’s 
trip through the Great Barrier Reef and eventually 22 members/friends paid their 
money and eagerly waited for Thursday 17 November 2016 to arrive.  The itinerary 

was thus: pick-up from home to the airport, fly to Brisbane for 3 nights, sightseeing 
on 2 days before sailing on the Sea Princess for 7 days cruising to Airlie Beach, 

Cairns, Port Douglas, Willis Island and return to Brisbane for return flights and 
delivery back home.  
 Those attending were Ray/Ann Gallagher from Canberra; from SA were 

Ralph/Marie Drage with friends Jack/Cheryl Peacock, Alan/Val Baker, Trevor/Lyn 
Clerke, Bob/Christine Gell, Laurie/Pam Sutton, Barry/Rae Frost, Christine Cutting 
and Vivian Oehlrich, Marcia Sciberras and Judean Kennewell and Bronwen 

Williamson with her mum, Susan Jones. 
 Thursday 17th - On arrival at our hotel in mid-afternoon, we settled in and 

explored the shopping nearby and dinner was enjoyed in the Irish pub next door. 
 Friday 18th - On a warm sunny morning most of the group departed by tour 

bus for the 1 3/4 hour drive north to the Australia Zoo, which is very impressive 

with wild-life interaction set in a very large tract of land, which was previously a 
macadamia nut farm.  When we had seen (most of) it all and eaten enough we 

returned to our hotel.  The nearby Casino beckoned a few until dinner; afterwards 
several adventured to the mall to marvel at their Christmas lights display and how 
the place was humming with people. 
 Saturday 19th – This warm sunny day was left to everyone’s own devices and 

at 5.30 we again were on a tour bus south to the Gold Coast for the Outback 
Spectacular, which delighted and educated us all: it deserves every word of praise 

given to it.  Both these tourist attractions get the A7C seal of approval and are highly 
recommended, particularly the dinner service/quality of food at the Outback 
Spectacular. 
 

 
 

 Sunday 20th – After a short mid-morning bus tour of the Brisbane inner-city 

area, we came to our embarkation point, off-loaded our baggage and boarded the 
ship at 1 pm for the start of our Sea Princess cruise. Following a buffet lunch, the 

obligatory safety drill was held, our bags were unpacked and we settled in to ship  
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2016 Austin 7 Club Cruise through the Great Barrier Reef - cont: 
 
life, which began a bit later than scheduled at 5.30 pm, due to maintenance issues.  

In the evening, we were treated to a welcoming production in the ship’s theatre, 
showcasing the talented singers and dancers (and comedian Steve Allison) who 
would be our entertainment on the cruise. 

 
 Monday 21st – Today was spent at sea, on our way north to Airlie Beach.  

Daily on-board amusements were many and varied – from bingo, trivia sessions, 

physical activities of many types, shopping for clothes, jewellery, watches and an art 
auction - and morning and afternoon tea for those who didn’t eat enough at 
breakfast/lunch – and concluded this night with a specially-written and designed 

Encore performance in the theatre. 
 Tuesday 22nd – We awoke to find the ship was moored off Airlie Beach; for 

those going ashore this required a ½ hour tender/catamaran trip.  Tours to the Reef 
were available from here, as were the local markets.  All were back on board at 3.30 
and by 4 pm we were sailing towards Cairns.  The concert tonight was a tribute 

show to Adele. 
 Wednesday 23rd – On arrival in Cairns at 9 am, we awoke to a hot 33° for 

those going ashore for trips to the hinterland and sightseeing tours to Port Douglas 
etc.  The evening show was a disco-themed production.  In a rare occasion for the 
ship, we stayed in Cairns overnight because of an unfavourably low tide at Port 

Douglas, which would have caused the ship to be moored too far offshore for 
transfers. 
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2016 Austin 7 Club Cruise through the Great Barrier Reef - cont: 
 
 Thursday 24th – The heat continued for the daily sight-seers and at 5.55 pm 

the ship left Cairns to sail easterly to Willis Island.  The evening show was a singing 
group “The Aussie Boys”. 

Friday 25th – Willis Island 

appeared on the starboard side 
at about 10 am. This island is 

Australia’s most easterly 
meteorological station and it 
gives the first warning of 

impending disastrous weather 
conditions.  It is 450km east of 

Australia and has an elevation 
of about 9 metres.  The staff 

spend 6 months on duty and if evacuation is needed due to a tsunami etc. it takes a 

chopper 4 hours to reach them from Cairns.  An interesting talk on the island and 
its function was presented and then the ship began the return to Brisbane.  
Entertainment that night was a “British Invasion” themed concert.  The Captain in 

his daily report on the ship’s position noted that the water depth below the keel at 
one stage was 700m as we sailed south through the Coral Sea. 
 Saturday 26th – On-board activities occupied most of us until we gathered for 

a 4pm group photo for posterity. The final show of the cruise was an encore for “The 
Aussie Boys” then it was dinner and bags packed and out for collection for an early 
disembarkation next morning.  
 Sunday 27th – The ship docked in Brisbane at about 7am; as our group had a 

mid-morning return flight to Adelaide, we were the 6th group to leave the ship at 
7.50 am, board our bus and be delivered to the airport – a whole 10 minutes drive! 

On arrival at Adelaide, our transport soon arrived to deliver us to our homes, 
concluding a very enjoyable trip. 
 

In summary:  
 *congratulations to Ralph for taking on the role of “tour organiser’’ 
 *he noted his thanks that no one got sick! 

 *Brisbane and the 2 tours were very enjoyable and perhaps the highlight of 
the trip 

 *the cruise let everyone “do their own thing” and visit/experience the varied 
attractions of the Reef 
 * as an official A7CSA trip the first and 

most important criteria was that the 
quality/range and supply of food was up to our 
high standard – on this score it surpassed 

expectations!!  As the Cruise Director said – 
“we came on as passengers and left as cargo!!” 

 *a special mention of the final cruise 
dinner – an impressive display of fine food and 
presentation 

 * thanks to all in the group for making it 
so enjoyable 

 * Princess Cruises can certainly be recommended. 
 
Barry and Rae Frost 
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The Austin 7 Club's Christmas Dinner for 2016 

In a departure from what's happened over the past few years, it was decided that the 
Club would organise its own Christmas Dinner.  So, following a discussion over 

coffee one afternoon in Barb Grear's kitchen early in the year, it was decide that the 
Sea Rescue Squadron Clubrooms would be the ideal venue with Debbie Grear 
organising the whole event with the main course catering done by Texas Bull 

Machine and Debbie doing the appetisers and sweets. 
So, after six months in the planning all turned out on Sunday 11 December as a 

lovely warm day with bright sunshine where 80 Austin 7 Club members and 
partners gathered at 6pm at the Sea Rescue Squadron Clubrooms West Beach. 
Upon arrival, and on the balcony overlooking Gulf St Vincent, appetisers were served 

with drinks and chatter where many enjoyed light conversation. 
 

 
 The group on the balcony.  Wendy Seidel and Bronwyn Stephens. 

 
Merawyn Hocking, Grace Schache & Val Baker. Marcia Sciberras, Chris Cutting & Pam Sutton. 

 
 Bill Gower & Laurie O'Connell.   Marcia, Chris & Pam with Laurie Sutton 

The main course of Roast Lamb and Chicken served with fresh salads and gravy was 
done cafeteria style table by table.  Soon after we'd finished our main course, an  
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The Austin 7 Club's Christmas Dinner for 2016 

announcement was made by our President, Graham Buesnel, that there was a 
visitor in the room, and lo and behold Father Christmas joined us in our celebration. 

 
Having done the rounds of the tables handing out some Christmas cheer, Father 
Christmas left us to enjoy the rest of the evening. 

In between courses a few ventured back onto the patio and enjoyed the sunset. 

 
Wendy Seidel & Michele Grear.       Rick Hoffman, Wendy Seidel & Matthew Grear 

 
Many thanks to Debbie Grear, her husband, Robert, 

Deb's son, Matthew & Deb's friend Heather for all the 
work they did to make our evening a tremendous 

success that it was, quite a few of us helped in the clean-
up afterwards, eg removal of bows and chair coverings, 
table decorations, spent bon bons, tablecloths and 

vacuuming the carpet. 
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FROM THE AUSTIN ARCHIVES 
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FROM THE AUSTIN ARCHIVES 
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FROM THE AUSTIN ARCHIVES 
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FROM THE AUSTIN ARCHIVES 
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FROM THE AUSTIN ARCHIVES 
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Get yourself a fire blanket and fire extinguisher 
 

What a week--------- no past 2 weeks.  
1. The fish tank is now empty and in the middle of the lounge room. 
2. Lounge suite is now cleaned. 
3. Lynne has just finished cleaning all her Royal Doulton, dusting the books and the 

bookshelves. 
4. Cleaners come in on Wednesday to do what is termed a horizontal clean and to wash 

the walls and ceiling. 
5. All the rugs going to the steam cleaners. 
6. Tapestries to be professionally cleaned. 
7. Painters come in on Friday. 

 

Why may you ask?         Part of the Christmas plans maybe? 
 

10.15pm Thursday 1-12-2016 we were watching TV, both dogs fast asleep on the floor, and us 
already agreed that we would get ready for bed after the next advert.  
Smoke alarm goes off with an ear-piercing scream. 
Lynne turns around in her seat and said some thing no one wants to hear, “the house is on 
fire”. 
 

Well maybe not the whole house, but just the corner of the lounge where the fish tank sits.  
Smoke and flames above the tank. 
 

We have a fire blanket that has hung uselessly in the pantry for years, in this home and a 
previous home, just waiting for the opportunity to prove useful. Now was its time. 
 

Threw the blanket over the top of the fish tank. 
 

The blanket kept the flames away from the window blinds just long enough for me to run to 
the shed and get the fire extinguisher, dodging the black smoke Lynne removed the fire 
blanket whilst I pull the handle on the fire extinguisher.  
 

It’s the fine powder from the extinguisher that Lynne has been cleaning up for the past few 
days, the cleaners, organized by the insurance company, will come in and clean the residue 
left by the plastic burning smoke, the insurance company would have done all of the 
cleaning, but Lynne was not going to live in a total mess for the week and a half that the 
insurance company takes to organizes the cleaning. 
 

All a work in progress!  I never expected the fish tank light fitting would burst into flames, a 
well-known propriety brand, built to suit my fish tank.  
 

The sobering thought about all this is that if we hadn’t had a fire blanket and fire extinguisher 
we would have had a much bigger mess to clean up. Without this equipment the window 
blinds would have gone up in flames within seconds. 
We also keep telling each other how lucky we were to be at home at the time of the fire, if we 
had been out we would not have had a home to come back to! 
After that it would be a matter of waiting for the fire brigade to arrive, then you have a real 
mess. 
 
 

Kevin Haley 
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For Sale  

1937 Austin 7 
Tourer with original sales docket and photos needs restoration $3000 
Austin 7  

Running chassis more details to follow 
1938 Austin 10 Holden Body overhauled engine  

Vehicles are located in Renmark. 
Phone Mick 0403 179 051  

 

FOR SALE 
1959 AUSTIN A60 

$6,500 
Very clean car in really good condition inside & out. 
The air conditioner, which has been fitted, works very 

well. 
Ring Tania 7225 2076 or 0412 298 326 (West Lakes 

Shore). 

 
Give away: - Austin 10 wheels 

4 spoke wheels & 2 solid wheels. Need to ascertain the year of spoked,  19" =1932;  
18"=1933;  16"=1935  Jim Henderson 0471 781 178 or 
jim.henderson2@bigpond.com 

 
FOR SALE: 

1929 Austin 7 rolling chassis ready for a body (ideal for special). Engine bored and 
honed to +30”; new pistons, rings and gudgeons. Crankshaft ground and new white 
metal big ends.  

Cylinder block has improved ports with 29mm inlet valves. 
Gearbox original in good condition; differential in good original condition; front end 
restored; brakes are good. Wheels need cleaning and painting. Honeycomb radiator 

core, surround needs work. Generator and starter need overhauling. Carby needs 
cleaning. 

 
1929 incomplete rough Austin 7 Wasp body can be included, if purchaser wants. 
Price: $2,600. 

Phone: 02 63 62 6810  or  0410 659 810  Les Cridland 
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