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Austin 7 
 

Journals 
 

Volume 174  October 2005 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 

Welcome to the October Journal.  Since writing to you last, Lyn and I have been to Tasmania with 

fellow club members John and Nola Buttfield from Port Vincent.  We spent a month using Cosy 
Cottages as our base, as we travelled throughout the pretty state.  We saw many an interesting 
view and places of interest, but it was the difference that a snow fall makes to barren country that 
most impressed us.  In Queenstown, an old but still producing mining town , the scenery as you 
drive in is bare, desolate and void of any real foliage.  Well when we arrived from Strahan on the 
OBT Railway on which we had seen and played like kids at one of the stations in the snow, as we 
left the station in Queenstown, the sight that greeted us was one of beauty.  The bare hills were 
covered in heavy snow and what a picture, however it didn‟t take long to get back into normal life 
as it was back to work the day after arriving home and also back into club life. 
 To those that have continued to run and arrange outings, I thank you.  It is now that time of 
each year the next part of the life of the club is determined, that is correct, the Annual General 
Meeting to be held in November.  If you wish to participate in leading the club into the future, just fill 
in the nomination form and get it to the Secretary before the AGM starts.  It is exciting if the 
committee positions can be filled by ballots.  Go ahead and put your best foot forward and 
nominate yourself.  As all positions are declared vacant at the AGM, it stands to reason that all are 
requiring nominations to be entered. Lyn our Treasurer has forewarned the membership she 
wishes to stand down this year to follow one of her interests close to her heart (no not me), but her 
cake decorating.  So if you want to know what it is all about speak to her and she will assist you in 
all ways. 
 The coming events in October to December are the 100year celebration of Austins at 
Mannum on October 16th, The Fire Training Day on October 30th which will see demonstrations by 
Tyco fire services Representative, Henk, be conducted after a sausage sizzle lunch at noon.  The 
Gravel area will be left clear for the demonstration of extinguishers, fire blankets.  November 19 will 
see us again participating in the Port Adelaide Parade followed by a BBQ tea at our place in 
Birkenhead. 
 December, will have us conducting registration day at the clubrooms on Sunday the 11th 
and out that night to the Watermark at Glenelg for the evening meal at 7.00pm until late.  The other 
registration day will be held in January 2006 on the 21st.  This is being done to make it easier for 
persons who can not make the December event. 
 One of our stalwarts and life member is going to turn 80 and would love to have an 
afternoon with you on January the 8th.  Please bring along a plate of food to share and give Ruth 
the day off from making our tea and working bee smoko‟s. 
 It would be remiss of me to not wish all that are unwell, a speedy recovery and to others 
who are severely ill, our thoughts go to them and their families.  If at any time you know of any that 
need to be cheered , visited or a card sent to, please advise me or someone on the committee and 
we will do our best (DOB,DOB,DOB .the old Scout Motto). 
Until we meet again. 
Yours in Motoring & Friendship  
 
 

Trevor Clerke 
President. 
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GEOFF STEPHENS’ 
Car Audio Services Pty Ltd 

217 Main North Road 
Sefton Park  S.A.  5083 

 

* Car Audio     * Car Radio Repairs 
* Alarms     * Immobilisers 
* Hands Free Kits   * Central Locking 
* Speed Alert    * Cruise Control 
 

Phone: 8344 1488   Mobile: 0416 226 055 
 

Special Discounts to Austin 7 Club members 
 

======================================================================= 
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S J(Jim) Field 
Club members will be saddened to 
hear that Jim Field, a long standing 

member of the Austin 7 Club in SA 
passed away on the evening of 
Tuesday 27th September 2005 after a 

short illness.  He was in his 90th 
year and attended his last club 

meeting in June 2005 driving down 
from his home at Craigmore.  He will be sadly missed by members.  Jim was one 
of nature’s gentlemen, softly spoken and never at odds with the world.  His 

Austin 16 is presently standing proudly in the National Motor Museum at 
Birdwood Mill. 
 

************************************************************* 

 

100 years of Austin 
 

Herbert AUSTIN (pictured right), the founder of the Austin 

Motor Company, was born at Little Missenden, 

Buckinghamshire, on November 8th, 1866.  

 At the age of sixteen he went to Australia and first 

joined an uncle who was Works Manager of a Melbourne 

general engineering firm. During the following years he 

worked with six different engineering companies until, soon 

after his twenty-seventh birthday, he was asked by 

Frederick Wolseley, by whom he was then employed, to 

return to Birmingham, England, to supervise the 

manufacture of sheep shearing equipment.  He accepted, and 

the firm prospered. In 1895 he built, as an experiment, a 

tiller-steered three wheeler car.  A second followed in 1896 

and this was exhibited at the Crystal Palace.  

 The experiments continued and in 1900 he built and entered for the Automobile Club of 

Great Britain 1,000 Mile Trial, a four wheeler, with a horizontal single cylinder engine.  It 

won first prize.  In 1901 the Wolseley Tool and Motor Car Company was founded at Adderley 

Park, Birmingham, and Herbert Austin was installed as Manager.  Under his direction 

Wolseley cars of the next few years won international renown, but in the early summer of 

1905 he resigned and looked around for somewhere to start on his own.  

 After numerous exploratory cycle rides all round Birmingham, he came to Longbridge, 

seven miles out of the city.  There he found a small derelict printing works, which proved to be 

just what he wanted.  Friends came forward with financial help and the Austin Motor 

Company was born.  

 

The Austin 7 Club in SA is celebrating 100 years of Austin with a special day run to 

Mannum on Sunday 16 October 2005.  Austins to assemble outside Mannum at the 

Information Bay before heading off to the main street and Mary Ann Reserve on the 

banks of the Murray for lunch.  The Lions Club of Mannum will set up their barbecue 

and tent and have for sale various items at modest cost, please support the local Lions 

Club. 
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COMING EVENTS 
 

Oct 15:  Overnight run to Mannum, for some of those attending the 100th year of Austin event at 
Mannum on Sunday 16 October.  Austineers to meet at Bakery in Woodside at 11.30am for early 
lunch, then via Mt Torrens, Tungkillo to Mannum Motel. 
 

Oct 16:  100 years of Austins event at Mannum with lunch being provided at minimal cost by the 
local Lions Club.  Those attending Sunday to meet at Big Rocking Horse Gumeracha at 10.30am. 
 

Oct 18:  Leisure Run to the Bridgewater Inn where we have had Hills Luncheons before, however 
meet firstly at Rimini Café, Blackwood from 10am, then via Upper Sturt Road to Stirling, Aldgate & 
Bridgewater and the hotel arrival at 12 noon. 
 

Oct 23:  Modern Regularity and Superkart Races AMCOMM Technologies Trophy Round 6 at 
Mallala.  Entries close with Comp Sec on Oct 16. 
 

Oct 24:  Austin 7 Club Enthusiasts night at the Clubrooms, 7.30pm, A7 spares open from 7pm.  
Dave Hall is going to speak on his recent trip to the UK and the 100 years of Austins Rally held 
there 
 

Oct 29:  SA Rotors cruise to Collingrove Hillclimb. 
 

Oct 30:  Fire Training Day at the Clubrooms, gates open at 11.30am and commencing with a free 
sausage sizzle lunch at 12noon.  Demonstration starts at 1pm on the gravel car park so no parking 
on this area please.  Fire extinguishers will also be on sale. 
 

Nov 12/13:  Races Mallala SCC Series Round 1 Twilight meeting plus Improved Production 
Nationals. 
 

Nov 13:  Port Wakefield race track Remembrance Day organised by a local group, this day is being 
put on to remember the days of racing at Port Wakefield.  The Club will be participating with details 
yet to be announced. 
 

Nov 12:  SA Rotors meeting & mini cruise. 
 

Nov 14:  Austin 7 Monthly Club Meeting and Annual General Meeting at the Clubrooms. 8pm 
sharp, please bring plate of supper to share.  Nominations for Committee are enclosed with “The 
Journals” please consider a stint on the Committee. 
 

Nov 15:  Leisure Run 
 

Nov 19:  Port Adelaide Parade is again in the evening, meets at Port Adelaide 4.30pm contact 
Trevor Clerke or Dave Franklin for details. 
 

Nov 19:  SA Rotors night cruise. 
 

Nov 20:  Modern Regularity and Superkart Races AMCOMM Technologies Trophy Round 7 at 
Mallala. 
 

Nov 25:  Quarterly Luncheon at the Settlers Hotel, adjacent Ingle Farm Shopping Centre starts at 
12 noon contact Marie Drage on 8251 2637 if you are attending. 
 

Nov 27:  Club Day Run starting at 9am from Unley Shopping Centre then morning tea at Aberfoyle 
Park later going to Goolwa to view private vehicle collection. 
 

Nov 28:  Austin 7 Club Enthusiasts night & run starting at the Clubrooms 7pm followed by supper. 
 

Dec 11:  Registration Day at the Clubrooms from 12 noon to 4pm followed by the Christmas 
Function to be held at the Watermark, Glenelg opposite the Buffalo starting at 7pm.  Please notify 
Lyn Clerke of your attendance at Oct or Nov meeting but money paid on evening on arrival.  Lots 
of special treats. 
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COMING EVENTS 
Feb 12 2006:  All British Day at Uraidla Oval.  Entry forms now distributed to previous entrants, 
bookings close 30 November 2005 and the ABD committee has advised that no late entries will be 
processed.  If you have not previously attended an entry form can be downloaded from the ABD 
web-site at www.allbritishday.com or see Graham Buesnel for one. 
 

April 1 & 2:  Pre war Austin 7 Run to Burra staying at Paxton Square Cottages, bookings now open 
with David Grear at any Club Meeting or Enthusiasts Night or Ph 8296 1689. 
 

April19/May3:  Canberra trip, Ralph Drage Ph 8251 2637 has a vacancy for anyone wishing to join 
a fortnight‟s tour to Canberra in time to view the Anzac Parade then returning home via a very 
scenic route. 
 

June 10/12:  Border Run to Swan Hill.  Advice from the Victorian Club indicates Swan Hill is the 
venue for the Border Run in 2006.  Two motels, the Oasis and the Jane Eliza are being booked so 
there is plenty of room.  Austin 7‟s from the NSW Club are also being invited to the Border Run due 
to Swan Hill‟s location.  Please contact David Searles 8445 1444 or at meetings if you would like to 
come along.  Most probably leaving on Friday 9 June and staying at Ouyen overnight. 
 

April 2007:  85th Anniversary of the Austin 7 Event to be held at Mudgee in New South Wales, An 
expression of interest form is available from the Secretary.  There will be a cavalcade of Austin 7‟s 
going to this event, some driving, some being trailered   Please advise the Secretary if you intend 
going and the means of travel. 
 

Enquiries regarding: 

 SA Rotors meetings and events please contact Sanjay Kumar as SA Rotors 
Convenor. 

 

 Austin 7 Club day runs to Graham Buesnel as Club Touring Co-ordinator. 
 

 Austin 7 Club Enthusiast Nights to David Grear as A7 Spares Manager. 
 

 Modern Regularity or other motor sport events to Dave Winfield as Competition 
Secretary 

 

 

IS YOUR VEHICLE A CONDITIONALLY 
REGISTERED HISTORIC VEHICLE THROUGH THE 

AUSTIN 7 CLUB? 
 

If so, you must get your Log Book and current Registration Certificate 
endorsed by the Club Registrar (Geoff Stephens) 

 as soon as possible after 
you have renewed your Club subscriptions for 2006. 

 

Failure to have your log book validated for 2006 as to your membership of this 
Club, in effect, invalidates the registration of your vehicle. 

 

The Club will continue the practice of Registration Days on Sunday 11 Dec 2005 
between 1 & 4pm and Sunday 15 Jan 2006 between 11am & 5pm. 

Bring along your Historic Vehicle when paying your subscriptions and have your 
log book endorsed. 

 

Please do your part to preserve the integrity of this conditional registration system 
we are privileged to have through our Austin 7 Club. 
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Barb’s Lakeview Bed & Breakfast 
 

29 Lakeview Avenue 
West Lakes  SA  5021 

 

Tel: 08 8447 1420 
Mobile:  0410 609 820  or  0414 708 669 

 

Email: barb_rix@hotmail.com  Website: bed-and-breakfast.net.au 
 

 
 

 

Tranquil lakefront location 

Close to Adelaide.  You won’t believe you are in the suburbs! 

 
                      ‘Our Lakefront’                                                        
 

Relax, enjoy, & stay a while... nestled alongside shimmering waters of a lake in 
picturesque beachside suburb of West Lakes - 13 kilometres from Adelaide. 

Just one hour's drive from world famous Barossa Valley - Australia's leading Wine Region. 
Everything is close by... beaches, sporting venues, (Football Park) Airport. 

Perfect location for both short & long-term stays. 
It's hard to believe we are in the middle of a bustling city. 

Enjoy a walk or day trip, we can offer everything to local & international visitors. 
 

 Your Hosts:  Barb and Ted Rix 
 

******************************************************************************************************** 
 

 

 
 
 

 Private large 3-room air conditioned 

                    suite (2 bedrooms) 

 Self-contained hosted, serviced daily 

 Own entrance 

 Double Spa bath, Toiletries 

 Kitchenette, Microwave, Fridge 

 TV, Video, CD, Radio 

 Laundry facilities 

 BBQ / Courtyard / Gardens 

 Cooked Gourmet Breakfast  

 Bottle of Wine, Chocolates & Flowers 

 Tea, coffee & cookies 
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Port Vincent Holiday House. 

• 200Km And Just 2 Hours away from 

Adelaide is a four bedroom holiday house. 

• It accommodates 8 persons in 

• 2 Double beds &  

• 4 Single beds. 

• All you need to take is your linen, food & 

whatever you drink. 

• The town has a Hotel, restaurant, 

Hardware & 3 General stores. 

• 2 Petrol Stations & auto-gas is available. 

• For further information call Trevor or Lyn 

Clerke on 08 84491375 or  

• 0428 851 139. 
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PAST EVENTS 
 

 
 

It was a sunny Sunday in July when 99 rotors crawled out of bed to meet for a run down to 
Rapid Bay to celebrate SARotors 3rd Birthday.  Despite a patchy morning, the clouds had 
long cleared by the time most drivers gathered at the early (for some!) time of 11.30. 
 

SANTOS Stadium came alive as „rotor-heads‟ gathered to chat, admire and consume 
breakfast (everything from Berlinas to the Cooper Family‟s finest!).  The crowd was 
gathered into a big group for a photo opportunity from a nearby overpass, instructions (& 
orders) given and run sheets distributed.  Soon after, a certain Mr. Drage saw us safely out 
of the carpark and on our way! 
 

Despite South Road‟s countless intersections and traffic lights, most cars managed to stick 
together as we crawled slowly out of suburbia and towards more open roads.  With the 
exception of a stray sheep causing grief for SARotors‟ member Liam Adler and his pristine 
Series 7 RX-7, the group made their way through Yankalilla and into Normanville for a 
lunch stop.  Having consumed everything the bakery had on offer, the fat chewing 
continued as people took in the nice weather, stretched their legs, or kicked back on the 
lawns adjacent the Normanville Surf Life Saving Club. 
 

Once rested up it was back in the cars and southbound once more; ultimate destination - 
Rapid Bay. With less traffic to contend with that sweet rotary buzz could be heard 
bouncing off rock walls in a long procession, and the view of the cars stretched out both 
front and back as one passed through each valley was nothing short of awe-inspiring! 
 

Judging by the smiles on faces and the amount of friendly banter whilst sitting on bonnets 
along the seafront, I can fairly consider it a 3rd consecutive success!  Once again the rotor 
spirit shows that it‟s alive and kicking in South Australia and the SARotors word has been 
spread further again.  Perhaps the highlight for me was hearing from those who remember 
SARotors solely for these annual events, and bring the cars out of the sheds for each one; 
whilst not members of the club, it is these people that prove that we really are leaving a 
mark on the local rotary scene! 
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PAST EVENTS 
 

 
SARotors members Nathan Cooke & Barry Rees with their matching pair of turbo Series 3 RX-7’s. 

 

 
Whilst RX-7’s were the flavour of the day, this immaculate RX-3 owned by member Mark Franklin received plenty 

of attention. 

Photos: Paul Secker, Stewart Ashman & Sanjay Kumar 
 

Sanjay Kumar 
 

News from the Federation: 
 

Advice has been received from Transport SA regarding LPG fueled vehicles under Historic Vehicle 
Registration Scheme which states in part 
“On 7 April 2003, the „Code of Practice for Historic Vehicles and Prescribed Left Hand Drive 
Vehicles‟ , which was developed in conjunction with the Federation, was released to recognised 
motor vehicle clubs.  During the consultation process for the developing the Code of Practice, the 
matter of LP Gas conversion was discussed.  It was considered that the fitting of LP Gas 
compromises the historic integrity of the vehicle and therefore vehicles should not be eligible for 
registration under this Scheme. 
A period of grace of two years was allowed from April 2003 to allow vehicles that were fitted with 
LP Gas and registered under this Scheme to either have the LP Gas completely removed or to 
register the vehicle unconditionally. 
As this grace period has now expired any vehicle that is fitted with LP Gas is no longer eligible for 
registration under the Scheme.” 
 
The Federation has a web-site www.fhmcsa.org.au please have a look at it. 
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PAST EVENTS 
 

The First Official Visit to Cheryl and Ian Jones’ Ranch  
 

On Sunday 14th August 2005 I picked up my seat and headed towards the already prepared 
vehicle for the day‟s run.  To my astonishment the A40 was having a problem without even moving, 
radiator fluid all over the driveway.  Seeing this and the time being nearly 9am I headed to the shed 
for a replacement vehicle.  No luck again as the A30 had that special noise that battery builders put 
into vehicles, that click and no sound. 
 
Take 3. We loaded up the modern, turned on the heater and headed for the meeting point, to be 
welcomed by Merv Perry asking if I had the heater running as Ruth had left her rug home.  
 
What a good sight to see a variety of vehicles, some old and some modern with a lot of people 
ready for the onslaught to The Jones Ranch. 
 
We stopped at Mallala for a toilet and shop stop and met other people coming via Gawler.  We 
continued on picking up members and friends from Balaclava and all arriving at the Mount 
Templeton site at 11-30am. 
 
There were cars of many brands, from Austins, Holdens, an Alvis, Morris Major, a couple of Fords 
and a Rolls Royce (a PADARC member Steve and Barbara Muirhead) and a heap of moderns. 
 
Both sexes were amazed at what Ian had in his sheds, with all the ladies pleased that their 
husbands did not have the room to collect such treasures.  Even Dale Palamountain made the 
statement that his shed did not have the gear that this one had. 
 

   
 

   
 
We all enjoyed our barbecue lunch and the shared salads and cakes, under the back pergola of 
the house.  It was certainly an enjoyable day even with the overcast skies and the cool northerly 
wind.  There was ample food for all and I thank the ladies for their catering skills. 
 
Ian was surprised at the turn out of members and issued an invitation for a revisit to the Ranch 
next year at the same time.  Thank you Ian and Cheryl for opening your home to the big group of 
almost 60 members, giving us such an interesting look at your retirement property. 
 

Graham & Carol Buesnel 
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PAST EVENTS 
 

The SA Rotors Go-Kart night. 
Tuesday 16 August 2005 
 

As usual this event was mostly organised on our internet website forum, by Craig (aka - 

delusionl7).  With some discussion after the last events, we decided on a different race format 
to previous ones, this time opting on a team event at Kart Mania Richmond. 
 

The event was to be a Bathurst style endurance race to 120 laps, with nine teams of two 
drivers each.  Driver changes took place every twenty laps, and were critical to not losing time 
while the race was still going, as the karts lap in under 25 seconds.  
 

There were a few amusing team names after deciding who would team up with whom, and of 
course there was some healthy sledging on the internet for pre race fun. 
 

We had a maximum turn out for the event with all spots filled plus a few spectators and spares 
which ensured the competition to be tightly contented with many drivers wanting to win. 
 

Green light! 
On the first lap every driver wanted as many positions as they could get.  This resulted in the 
first incident of the night on the 3

rd
 corner, which saw four or more karts going for the same 

piece of track.  I was on the outside of these karts and ended up having the most spectacular 
„off‟ I have ever witnessed there.  After being hit from the side and the back, my kart ended up 
one and a half feet off the bitumen on the tyre barrier with all four wheels spinning freely.  Not 
knowing how I got up there, I was quickly pulled down and allowed to proceed with the catch 
up.  
 

Managing to crawl back up to third place I pulled in to the pits one lap before most other 
drivers which resulted in us moving into second place.  My team mate then was very 
consistent in his lap times and we held this position for the rest of the night.  
 

There were some brave over-taking attempts under brakes and bold passing manoeuvres, as 
no one would give up a lap with out a fight which made watching from the side lines a lot of 
fun. 
 

Craig and Danny ended up winning the event with ease as they stayed out of accidents, were 
lapping consistently, and their driver changes were very slick (about 5 seconds). They both 
received a winner‟s trophy.  I managed to claim the fastest lap time of the night and the equal 
third fastest of the month at Kart Mania, which pleased me. 
 

I am sure everyone in attendance had a ball! 
 

Afterwards most headed across the road to the Villi‟s Café for a late dinner and a laugh at the 
night‟s events. 

   No. Laps Fastest lap time 
1 Craig/ Danny   120   21.20  
2 Shane/warden   117   21.03  
3 Ian/ mini bats   117   21.63   
4 Cat/Scott    114  21.97  
5 Eros/Jason   112   21.83  
6 Nick/Alex    109   22.18  
7 Tim/Dave K   106   22.17   
8 Paul/Dave R   106   22.25  
9 Simon/Steve     99   22.8 
 
Shane Harris 
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Austin 7 Club Enthusiasts night 22 August 2005. 
Tonight was a little different from our normal meeting place of the clubrooms, this time being at 
member Kevin Haley‟s work premises at Sheet Metal Systems at Wingfield. 
About 25 of us gathered at Kevin‟s very neat and tidy workplace.  Inside was an array of metal 
cutting, shaping and rolling machines, all hand operated where Kevin later demonstrated their 
use.  Also in the workshop were a couple of unrelated items namely a Renault 9Hp ute of 
about 1939 vintage ( a very rare vehicle) and a small 360cc Honda Zed another soon to be 
rare vehicle although this one will continue as a restored vehicle. 
Many thanks to Kevin for allowing us to come and have a look and learn something different, It 
looked very easy for Kevin but I‟m sure in the hands of some of us the same result would not 
be evident. 
 

   
Kevin Haley showing his skills in metal rolling to Austin 7 members. 

 

 
 

It didn‟t rain enough on Saturday as forecast, so to a cloudy start at Barratt Reserve West Beach 

1750 vehicles assembled and began departing from 9am.  24 entrants nominated the Austin 7 
Club as their club in the programme, so a good roll up considering the Austin name was only on a 
few of the cars.   

David Franklin took pride of place with his MGA in the line up of 
MG „A‟s at the start where the MG Car Club and owners were 
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the marque. 
 
A good run under circumstances up Anzac Highway then a 
debacle at West Terrace with a bottle neck of entrants turning 
right into Grote St as someone had forgotten to tell the City of 
Adelaide to extend the right turn sequence; Oh didn‟t they 
invite us to drive through the city? 
 

Further up the route, spots of rain became closer together and by the time arrival at Birdwood 
steady rain was falling.  Not to be perturbed, lunch from the car boot was had, but as things got 
wetter the prospects of staying for the presentations weren‟t on the agenda however, not before 
going into the Mill museum for some respite from the rain. 
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Inside the National Motor Museum out of the rain for many Bay to Birdwooders. 

 

 
 
 

Cruising Classics Film Night Monday 26 Sept 2005 
18 members that we know of attended the Drive In night put on by the Cruising Classics 
Committee as part of the Bay to Birdwood Classic.  The Mainline Drive In was the venue and after 
meeting at Hungry Jacks (no food taken) we arrived at the theatre where about 400 cars were 
already parked, we selected our spot down the back, lined up for the three course meal (hot dog, 
chicko roll & can of coke) and then settled back for the evening‟s entertainment.  Along with a 
newsreel, Tom & Jerry cartoon the first feature was “Viva Las Vegas” with Elvis, the second feature 
that a few of us chickened out on viewing was the James Bond film “Goldfinger”. 
 

    
 

Geoff & Bronwen Stephens’ Austin 10;  Alan & Valerie Baker’s Hillman Minx;  David & Michele Grear’s Mustang; 
and Ian & Leonie Sweetman’s 48-215? Holden limed up at the Drive-In. 
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8th Panasonic World Solar Challenge 2005, Darwin to Adelaide 
The Club again assisted this world-class event, which was held from 25 September to 2 

October. It was organised by the SA Government’s Australian Major Events division of Tourism 
SA, who hold the title to the event, and is run in conjunction with similar events in the USA, using 
virtually the same technical regulations, and most importantly, is recognised by the International 
Solarcar Federation (ISF). The cars ran on battery power – either the familiar lead/acid type or one 
of six other exotic material combinations, which are powered solely by solar panels, the 
dimensions of which are the overriding constraints on the designs of the vehicles. The cars may  
have two seats (but only two, Kelly from SA and Sunswift from NSW, did) and the weight of each 
car’s driver is assessed to be 80 kg - ballast is added if needed to bring the driver to this weight.  
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The field of 21 competing cars came from Australia, Taiwan, USA, Japan, Netherlands, 

Canada, Belgium, France and a joint German/UK entry. They were tested for roadworthiness at 
Darwin’s Hidden Valley raceway and timed over a flying lap of the circuit to establish the starting 
order - this was Chief Timekeeper Barry Frost’s responsibility – before leaving at 8 am on Sunday 
morning, 25 September. The lap speeds turned out to be deceiving: by Sunday night’s stop, the 
fastest, Sky Ace Tiga, from Japan had dropped to fourth; the Netherlands Nuna 3, which qualified 
8th, had taken the lead by 20 minutes; the second car on the road, University of Michigan’s 
Momentum, had been 3rd fastest qualifier, and the third car that night, Australia’ Aurora, had been 
4th at Hidden Valley. 

The cars could only be driven between 8 am and 5 pm each day and there were 8 control 
points along the route, at Katherine, Dunmarra, Tennant Creek, Alice Springs, Cadney Homestead, 
Glendambo, Port Augusta and the timing finish on Port Wakefield Road at the St Kilda turn-off. 

Three teams encountered setbacks prior to their participation. One USA team had 
problems from the word go. Their car, Tesseract, was put in a container for shipping to Darwin but 
was not securely tied down and it moved around a lot during the voyage, suffering considerable 
damage to the rear of the car, particularly to the solar array panel. This was repaired in time for the 
car to compete in the timed trials at Hidden Valley, but it rolled over on one of the fastest corners 
when a wheel collapsed: the driver was only bruised (“shaken not stirred”) but the solar array was 
damaged again. The car was able to qualify (in 7th, a meritorious effort) without this fitted and took 
its place on the starting line up and finished in 6th place, taking 40 hours for the journey.  

The NSW entry, Sunswift, was undergoing pre-event driving tests on the Arnhem Highway 
when it ran off the road and was severely damaged. With the help of the Nuna team it was repaired 
but too late to be entered as an official starter: it completed the course as a “participant” only, and 
was the 9th car to cross the finish line.  

The French team also had dramas – their car, Jules Verne, was sent to Sydney and then 
was urgently trucked to Darwin, arriving just in the nick of time to be scrutineered. Understandably 
with no set-up and preparation time, they were among the back markers during the event and had 
to be trailered to the finish to be within the time limit. 

A change from the previous 2003 event was in the timing finish; this year the cars had to 
stop at the final control point which was manned by Club members Barry and Rae Frost, Bob 
Frost, Bill Gower and Ian Alexander over 4 days. 

The winning car, Nuna 3, had been designed and built in 14 months. It set a new time of 29 
hours 11 minutes at 102.75 kph, which broke the 2003 record for the 2997.8 km set by the same 
University (but with a different crew of drivers, organisers etc) of 30 hours 54 minutes at 97.02 kph.  

The second car, Aurora from the Aurora Vehicle Association in Australia, also was quicker 
than in 2003, albeit by only two minutes, taking 32 hours and 35 minutes, averaging 92.03 kph. 
The third car, Momentum, took 33 hours 18 minutes at 90.03 kph average. 

 By Sunday, the 19 cars still running (only two had withdrawn from the event) had arrived in 
Adelaide for the presentation ceremony. One of the challenges for all teams was coping with the 
reduced angle of the sun, as the event was held earlier in the year than previously, and also the 
overcast sky for two of the days while the cars were in central Australia and northern SA. So the 
new record is significant for several reasons, one being the winner’s 30% efficiency improvement 
over the 2003 car. 

Towards Tomorrow is the motto of Kormilda College in the NT and is also the name of their 
car in the event. It has competed in the last 5 challenges and has covered in excess of 15 000 km; 
this year they were 14th in 55 hours 54 minutes, 1 hour 39 minutes faster than in 2003. 

Another group of cars ran under the title “Greenfleet”, which demonstrated alternate energy 
sources for production vehicles eg ethanol, electric, diesel, biodiesel, petrol and fuel cell. Of 
particular interest was a 1925 Austin 20 (named Augustina) which has been converted to run on 
ethanol by a group of enthusiasts in Mackay Qld – the only major modifications being an increase 
in the size of the carby jets. It joined the other cars in the fleet for a massed arrival in Adelaide on 
Saturday 1 October, at Victoria Square. 

Full results and more details of the event are at www.wsc.org.au - it is worth a look, as it 
has some interesting features. 

BARRY FROST 
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PAST EVENTS 
 

A TRIP  TO  MENINGIE  BY  THE  A7  CLUB 
 

OCTOBER 1, 2 & 3 
 

The players were: 
Arthur & Nadia Addyman, (modern); Alan & Val Baker (Hillman minx); Glyniss & Bill Burrows 
(A40); Kaye Butler & Doreen Bicknell (A30); Debbie and Andrew Dawes (Leyland bus); Marie 
& Ralph Drage (A95); Rosemary & David Franklin (Holden); David & Michele Grear (A7); 
Helen McLoughlin & David Hall (Mecedes Benz); Cheryl & Ian Jones (modern); John & 
Judene Kennewell (A30); Allan & Kath Matheson (A7); Ruth & Merv Perry (modern); Barb & 
Ted Rix (A30); Richard & Elaine Rose (modern); David Searles (A10); Keith & Wendy Seidel 
(A7); Brenton, Cindy, Ashton & Mason Spangler (VW Campervan & A30); Lyn and Barry 
Walsh (A30 OOPS! a modern); Nell & Bruce Williams (modern); Chris Wright (A7) 
 

Most of us met at the top of taps at 10-30am on the Saturday and then proceeded to Meadows 
where we all invaded the bakery for their tasty treats.  After lunch and giving David Grear‟s A7 
a drink we then went on to Strathalbyn to check out the shops for bargains.  (None were 
found).  It was then onto the ferry at Wellington where Ashton Spangler‟s A30 had to be 
pushed off but with a quick repair was soon on the road again.  We arrived in Meningie in dribs 
and drabs during the afternoon. 
 

As the Kennewell‟s arrived they quickly looked under their A30; the experts gathered around 
and decided surgery was necessary as we found a rear bracket broken.  The offending 
shocker and bracket were removed under surgical conditions and all was well. 
 

The Grear‟s arrived later after many stops to replenish the radiator on the way.  As this 
sounded more serious a head surgeon was required and it was decided to remove the head 
and replace the head gasket.  Of course, David had a spare head gasket under the seat as 
one does.  The Walsh‟s arrived in their modern as the A30 was taken home on the back of a 
RAA truck with brake problems, but this was not the end of the Walsh‟s worries as when they 
arrived home with the A30 it was necessary to open the boot to remove their luggage to put in 
the modern car.  Of course, the boot wouldn‟t open as the lock was broken.  After frantic calls 
to Dale and perforating the boot with a drill it was finally opened and all was well. 
 

A delicious meal of coorong mullet was cooked by Andrew and Keith and salads prepared by 
Debbie and Wendy.  Sausages were also on the menu for people who didn‟t like fish.  We then 
caught up on the gossip of the day and retired to our motels. 
 

On Sunday we were treated to „toad in the hole‟ and bacon for breakfast; Greary‟s head was 
replaced, not sure whether a brain or heart surgeon was required but the job was completed 
satisfactory. 
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We all waited anxiously to embark on the Leyland double decker bus for our mystery trip and 
what a buzz it was.  We went to Narrung, parked beside the ferry and had an excellent BBQ 
lunch of salads, patties and sausages. 

 
Afterwards we walked to the ferry, crossed the lake and walked up to the Point Malcolm 
lighthouse which is the only inland lighthouse in the southern hemisphere. 
 

  
 

 
On the trip back we had a learner driver on the bus.  Except for the trees you hit you did an 
excellent job, Franklin.  Well done!  On returning to Meningie the girls descended upon a craft shop 
which was opened especially for them.  Many items were purchased and all was well. (for who?) 
 

At 6pm we all went to the Cheese Factory for a roast and apple and rhubarb crumble which was 
very, very nice.  Barbara Rix was busy doing a side show of the weekend activities which she 
displayed for everyone to look at and those that wanted could have a copy.  After dinner we went 
back to our motels where we all crashed out.  It was a prefect day weather wise, companionship 
and what a trip in a great magic bus. 
 

Monday morning breakfast again supplied by the Dawes‟ with Seidel‟s helping and our goodbyes 
were said and we all found our own way home.  Hopefully everyone arrived home safely. 
 

Our thanks go out to Andrew and Debbie, with the help of Keith and Wendy for making this great 
weekend possible.  Also, to Marie and Ralph for organising the accommodation part of the 
Meningie trip. 

Alan & Valerie Baker 
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PAST EVENTS 
 

MODERN REGULARITY 
 

On September 4th 2005 the Austin 7 Club hosted the South Australian Modern Regularity 
Championship at Mallala Motorsport Park. 
 

The turnout was an excellent one with 24 vehicles coming out for the event, which was also the 5th 
round of the Amcomm Trophy Series.   
 

There was an extremely varied list of entries ranging from a number of Alfas and a Porsche Turbo 
to a tiny Toyota Corolla!  As usual SA Rotors were strongly represented by a number of RX-7‟s, all 
of whom were very competitive! 
 

The event had a slightly different format from the usual 5 Sessions of 4 laps each, providing some 
variety and extra challenges to the competitors with heats of 4, 6, 8, 6 and 4 laps. 

 

Geoff Stephens (Toyota Echo, left) set a high standard in the first 
heat, accumulating only 6 points.  Mick Orlando (Ford Ute) was 
second with just 12 points, and Colin Lock (Alfa), David Holton 
(Ford Escort RS2000) and Astrid Quinn (Alfa) sharing third spot 
with 26 points. 
 

The Second heat, with its 6 lap format proved a little harder for 
Geoff, as he was able to achieve only third spot with 50 points.  

Colin Lock put in a brilliant effort with only 22 points – a new (albeit short-lived) record for a 6-lap 
event, and Scott Browning (Nissan) scored a tiny 36 points – an excellent effort in it‟s own right, 
and absolutely amazing considering this was his very first event!  Scott will be very hard to beat in 
the future, no doubt. Scott represented Club PSI, who is showing strong interest in our events. 
 

The Third heat started to reveal how close the scoring for the Championship would be, with Colin 
Lock (below) and Geoff Stephens both scoring 46 points to share first place! Third place was taken 
out by Mick Orlando. 

  

Shane Harris (Mazda RX-7) put in an outstanding effort in the 
fourth round, scoring only 20 points in the 6-lap event – another 
new record for the 6-lap format! 
 

Astrid Quinn and the defending Champion John Eason shared 
second place with 33 points.  Back at the pointy end, Colin Lock 
scored a very creditable 48 points, and Geoff Stephens was 

clawing his way back with only 43 !   Colin currently led the points score with 142, and Geoff was 
trailing him with just 3 points more, 145 !   The fifth and final heat promised to be a nail-biter! 
 

Up in the timing tower we had been having a very interesting day 
watching these events pan out.   The driving had been excellent, and 
the faster cars had been getting lots of extra laps in too!  
 

As the leading entrants completed each lap, we examined the 
scoreboard with great interest.  The scoring was so close that drivers 
were fluctuating between first and 16th place on each lap! 
 

As we held our collective breath and pored over the results to try and determine the eventual 
winner Shane Harris put in a fantastic effort to win the heat with only 19 points.  

 
Greg Lambert (Valiant Charger left) also had a great run, scoring 
just 22 points and Ian Neale (Mazda RX-7) was just two points 
behind him to take third place. 
 

So close were the competitors that Geoff Stephens was able to 
manage only fifth place with 26 points, and Colin Lock was equal 
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sixth (with Wade Zytfeld (Nissan)) on 28 points. 
 

A count and double-check showed that Colin Lock had won BY JUST ONE POINT from Geoff 
Stephens.  We calculated that had it been a draw, Geoff would have won on a count-back by virtue 
of winning the first heat.  Bad luck Geoff, you couldn‟t have tried harder, and congratulations to 
Colin Lock on a fantastic effort, you drove superbly! 
 

This was without doubt one of the most exciting and closest-fought Modern Regularities we‟ve ever 
had, and was once again a really fantastic day that was enjoyed by all. 
 

Amongst the hard-luck stories for the day were Andrew Scadding 
(Alfa) losing his motor in practice, Kat Kennedy (Mazda RX-7 left) 
having an axle seal fail, and David Grear (Ford GT-351) incurring 
some major motor damage.  
 

Pat Mullins from the Sporting Car Club assisted us with the 
timing, as his son Sean was competing in Pat‟s very straight 
Porsche 944 Turbo. Tony Morgan had been standing behind us 
for most heats, offering such useful advice as “Hey!  Somebody 

went off…  Oh… It‟s the Porsche again!”  I think Pat aged several years, and threatened to bring 
Sean‟s Mother out next time to make sure he drove more carefully!  Sean felt that the Brakes on 
the Porsche were lacking a little.  There are always two sides to a story – had you noticed? 
 

Thank you everybody who came out to compete, assist, or officiate or just cheer.  You all make this 
a pleasure for everyone involved! 
 

And thanks to the Superkart Club for making these events possible. 
 

The first 3 place-getters will receive their trophies at the Annual CAMS Awards dinner. 

Dave Winfield Competition Secretary 
 

   
 David Holton   Brenton Thorndike   Sanjay Kumar 

 

   
 Shane Harris   Wade Zytveld    Colin Zytveld 

 

   
 David Grear   Robin Mitchell    John Eason 
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Points to date for the Austin 7 Club Regularity series 
 

       TROPHY 
Place Driver 

20 24 26 17 4 

Total Feb Apr Jun Jul Sep 

1 Geoff Stephens 14 11 3 14 10.5 52.5 

2 Shane Harris 7 7 2 6 9 31 

3 Colin Zytveld 4 14 0 10 1 29 

4 Corey Cocks 10 2 9 1 1 23 

6 Ian Neale 0 4 13 4 1 22 

5 John Eason 6 0 8 7 1 22 

7 Colin Lock 0 0 0 2 13.5 15.5 

8 Mick Orlando 3 0 5 1 1 10 

9 David Holton 0 6 0 1 3 10 

10 Catherine Kennedy 0 0 3 2 1 6 

11 Brenton Thorndike 0 0 1 3 1 5 

12 Wade Zytveld 0 0 0 0 5 5 

13 Mike Coppolla 0 0 4 0 0 4 

14 Scott Browning 0 0 0 0 4 4 

17 Ryan Crosbie 0 0 1 1 1 3 

15 Mark Foster 2 0 1 0 0 3 

16 Nick Ferguson 0 3 0 0 0 3 

20 Craig Howard 0 0 2 0 0 2 

21 Phil Scadding 0 0 1 0 1 2 

22 Sanjay Kumar 0 0 0 1 1 2 

18 Chris Johnson 2 0 0 0 0 2 

19 David Grear 1 0 0 0 1 2 

23 Astrid Quinn 0 0 0 0 2 2 

=31 Wayne Foster 0 0 1 0 0 1 

=31 Eros Ghedina 0 0 1 0 0 1 

=31 Jenna Ashman 0 0 1 0 0 1 

=31 Ian Crouch 0 0 1 0 0 1 

=35 Andrew Tucker 0 0 0 1 0 1 

=35 Barry Rees 0 0 0 1 0 1 

=35 Radley Jones 0 0 0 1 0 1 

=24 Robbie Adams 1 0 0 0 0 1 

=24 Ryan Boyle 1 0 0 0 0 1 

=26 Luke Dumbleton 0 1 0 0 0 1 

=26 Les Partington 0 1 0 0 0 1 

=26 Nelson Brown 0 1 0 0 0 1 

=26 Scott Gould 0 1 0 0 0 1 

=26 Dave Mayers 0 1 0 0 0 1 

=38 Malcolm Ebel 0 0 0 0 1 1 

=38 Andrew Scadding 0 0 0 0 1 1 

=38 Sean Mullins 0 0 0 0 1 1 

=38 Greg Lambert 0 0 0 0 1 1 

=38 Robin Mitchell 0 0 0 0 1 1 

=38 Clive Bennett 0 0 0 0 1 1 

 
Next event Oct 23rd,2005 
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PAST EVENTS 
 

So Close but Yet so Far 
Geoff Stephens went into the last round of the South Australian Modern Regularity Championships 
3 points behind the leader, beat the leader in the final event and come home in second place yet 
again, though this year it was to a different winner. 
 

Colin Lock with 170 points, held onto the win by just 1 point from Geoff and with a late charging 
Shane Harris narrowly claiming third place with 224 points from Wade Zytveld (the son of a former 
Austin 7 Club member) with 227.  With one point for each tenth of a second a lap that you are too 
slow or 2 points for each tenth of a second that you are too fast per lap the championship came 
down to a tenth of a second!  Colin‟s average points per lap over the event were only a touch over 
6.  This is a very fine effort. 
 

Shane also took out the track record for a 6 lap event by only amassing 20 points for the fourth 
event with Colin Lock having lowered the same record earlier in the day to 22.  The competition 
was probably the toughest held in Modern regularity yet. 
 

23 competitors along with the reigning champion John Eason who had won the State 
Championship for the last 4 years in a row, took to the track for the five-event championship on 
September 4th conducted by the Austin 7 Club of SA Inc in conjunction with the Adelaide Superkart 
Club Inc. race meeting.  The quality of the competition was very high and probably the best that I 
have been involved in.  
 

Tony Morgan, AMCOMM TECHNOLOGIES 
 

Combined Results SA Championships-2005 

  # Name E1 E2 E3 E4 E5 Total 

      4 laps 6 laps 8 laps 6 laps 4 laps 28 laps 

1 47 Colin Lock 26 22 46 48 28 170 

2 8 Geoff Stephens 6 50 46 43 26 171 

3 18 Shane Harris 28 69 88 20 19 224 

4 70 Wade Zytveld 45 55 59 40 28 227 

5 74 Scott Browning 56 36 71 55 29 247 

6 31 David Holton 26 93 94 49 60 322 

7 43 Astrid Quinn 26 142 122 33 42 365 

8 22 Brenton Thorndike 53 142 64 77 38 374 

9 10 Ryan Crosbie 86 181 114 52 51 484 

10 15 Ian Neale 127 179 239 39 24 608 

11 99 Mick Orlando 12 413 57 45 110 637 

12 75 Clive Bennett 191 108 190 121 55 665 

13 93 Colin Zytveld 36 67 62 45 605 815 

14 42 Corey Cocks 50 69 75 42 605 841 

15 28 John Eason 37 105 76 33 605 856 

16 20 Malcolm Ebel 526 183 238 68 58 1073 

17 44 Sean Mullins 108 123 127 141 605 1104 

18 66 Philip Scadding 136 102 153 210 505 1106 

19 27 Sanjay Kumar 71 105 1067 59 25 1327 

20 52 Greg Lambert 35 393 1067 954 22 2471 

21 37 Catherine Kennedy 74 255 1067 954 605 2955 

22 71 Robin Mitchell 511 644 1052 939 590 3736 

=23 4 David Grear 526 659 1067 954 605 3811 

=23 12 Andrew Scadding 526 659 1067 954 605 3811 
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LAURIE RETURNS TO HIS HOMELAND OF MALTA 
June – July 2005 

 

After 50 years in Adelaide, Laurie and I decided that it was time for us to travel to Malta, 
Laurie’s birthplace and a country I had become so interested in.  We were finally ready to 
meet the many relatives and friends that remain in Malta and Laurie was about to relive his 
childhood memories. 

 

The family reunions, strolls through village streets, visits to 
elaborate churches and historical sites, cultural festivities and 
soaking up the sun and Mediterranean sea were highlights of our 
trip to the homeland.  However, the many automobiles of Malta 
were also of special interest to us.  The Maltese love their old 
cars, meticulously restoring them, decoratively name them after 
saints and drive them with pride.  They are passionate about 
cars, enhancing my understanding for Laurie’s own passion for 

his cars.  

 
The bright yellow and orange buses of Malta are a well-known icon of 
the country.  I was not surprised that the driver and his passengers 
gestured the sign of the cross before the trip and the interior was 
adorned with holy cards for a safe journey.  The vintage buses have 
kept going for years and we were in for a bumpy ride as the canary-
yellow Leyland, made the short trip from Zejtun towards the capital 
city of Valletta. 
 

An old school friend accompanied 
Laurie to almost every car wrecker in Malta in search of Farina 
king pins.  He was also shown a renovated Farina and a 
Marmon that had taken 23 years to restore to perfection.  We 
saw numerous beautifully renovated Austins parked throughout 
the little streets of Malta.  
 
We were also fortunate to tour Northern Italy.  The highlight of 

our Italian experience was a stop in the village of Orvietto, high in the mountains.  Our visit 
coincided with a Ferrari rally, with the sparkling cars displayed in the village piazza.  Laurie 
was in his element, eyes lit up as he perused his dream cars.   

 
Our travels then took us to the United Kingdom.  It was 
unfortunate that due to the terror events while in London we 
did not travel broadly and make it to the British Motor Museum.  
Nevertheless, we compensated with numerous bus rides and a 
taxi trip from Heathrow into the City of London.  
 
The Malta experience was memorable as it was evident where 
Laurie inherited his passion for cars and all things old.  I now 

have a greater understanding of why he holds onto everything, in case it comes in handy one 
day.  We could say that our holiday was a costly journey on the search for Austin parts.  
However, we did arrive home excited and jetlagged with wonderful new memories and excess 
luggage consisting of many miniature cars and buses…and the search for king pins continues. 
 

Marcia Sciberras 
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The 1938 AUSTIN 8 

 
This is a 1938 Austin "Big 7" roadster, but was 
known in Australia as an Austin "8".  In 1937, 
the Austin Motor Company was feeling the pinch 
from competition with Ford and Morris, both of 
whom were marketing "EIGHTS" against the 
Austin "7", so the "Big 7" was born. 
 

It was modelled along the lines of the Austin "7" 
but was larger.  It had the "A" frame chassis, the 
transverse front spring, quarter elliptic rear 
springs, friction dampers (not shock absorbers.), 
torque tube drive and Girling "wedge and roller" 

mechanical brakes.  The motor in the Austin "7" was of 750 cc but the "Big 7” was of 900 cc.   
 

In England, the "Big 7" was available as either a 2-door 4-lite saloon or a 4-door 6-lite saloon. 
While both these models were available in Australia, there were several thousand rolling 
chassis exported to Australia and each state built its own body to fit, but to a general overall 
pattern.  In New South Wales, open tourers and roadsters were supplied with bodies from 
Larke, Hoskin and Company of William St., Sydney.  Open bodies in Melbourne came from 
several sources including Flood Motor Bodies of St. Kilda Rd. and Ruskin Motor Bodies of 
Dudley St., West Melbourne.  Here in Adelaide, T.J. Richards and Son of Anzac Highway built 
the bodies.  This particular one is Number 93, a roadster (single seat).  
 

 Richards Body Works was situated where Le Cornu's now sell their furniture, and some of the 
original buildings remain today.  Richards became Chryslers, and moved to Tonsley, after 
which they became Mitsubishi. 
 

Using the methods of those days, this particular body would have taken approximately 90 
(NINETY) hours to build.  The machining of the timber and making up the wooden frame alone 
occupied over 30 hours, and then of course there was the panel beating, the assembly of the 
panels, the painting with nitro-cellulose lacquer and the trimming and glazing. 
 

And this particular car would have gone on the Showroom floor at (Australian) £224 (A$458) I 
know because I bought one from the All British Motor House of 75, Pirie St., Adelaide.  Mine 
was a roadster, exactly the same as this, even to the colours.  The tourer, which had a back 
seat, was £7 ($14) dearer, the rear panel was more upright, and there was an extra beam in 
the hood to give more headroom for the passengers in the back.  The tyres fitted to my new 
car were "Barnett Glass" and the seat cushions were real leather.  The sedans had "Moseley 
ride-on--air" cushions, which were inflatable.  All the Australian-made bodies but one had what 
were known as "suicide" doors - they opened at the front; but Larke, Hoskin Sydney cars had 
the doors opening at the rear, which made them unique.  

 

In about May of 1939, the "real" Austin 8 was 
released.  This had the "alligator" type bonnet, 
the different grill, semi-elliptic springs all around 
and had 4.50 x 17 tyres instead of the 4.75 x 16 
of the previous model.  It also had single-acting 
shock absorbers instead of the friction dampers.  
In South Australia, the bodies were by Richards.  
Post-War models of the "8" remained very 
similar, except that all open bodies were by 
Ruskin of Melbourne.  Then in 1948 came the 
A40!! 
 

    KEN DARWIN 
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A letter was received by the Club during June 2005 from Keith Boyce of Morgan who was a 

member of this Club many years ago.  He goes on to write:  

 

“I have just finished reading the history of the SA Club.  My son-in-law Matt Seton has just 
become a member of your club, I had asked him to buy a copy for I figured I may 
remember the odd name or two.  As it turned out there were lots of names.  This has led 
me to “dig out” some old photos, I have made copies for your archives, I trust you will find 
them of interest. 
 

   
 

Three were taken at Bolivar at a 9 chain sprint; I was there and competed in my 1939 Ford 
Prefect!  I know I was beaten by the Sevens!  I’m not sure if it was the same day but there 
are two photos of Bruce Berry, one in his car and one on top of another car with some 
guys.   
 

  
 

As an apprentice watchmaker, I had worked with Bruce and also Bruce Ide at Wendts Ltd.  
Yet another watchmaker was Bruce Forster (I think from Budgens or Stevensons?).  Ted 
Thicthener I knew well through his nephew (also a Ted Thicthener).  I worked with the 
younger Ted who was also a Watchmaker!!  Must be to do with the small parts required for 
both cars & watches!!   
 

  
 

The photos of the steel coupe I have dated 1970, taken on a farm either near Burra or 
Gulnare, I can’t be sure.  I was told about it by a friend who had relations on the property.  
The other photos are of my own cars.  
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 My very first car was a 1928 single seater.  I bought it from a Bill Simister and sometime 
later I swapped it for a Rugby.  I had thought it rather “cool” or whatever the word was 
then, particularly after I raised the windscreen, fitted a new “Masonite” dash with plastic 
240 volt switches and of all things an FJ Holden steering wheel.  The wheel was somehow 
bolted to the original boss with three 3/16” coach bolts!!  Two problems arose from this 
conversion, I had a lot less space between me & the wheel and worst of all my fingers 
jammed between the top of the wheel and the dash!!   
 

  
 

The final two photos are of an unusual model about a 1936? I never got to restore it 
(instead I restored a 34 Morris 8, similar body)  I must have sold it around 1970.  I wonder 
where it is now? Maybe someone in the club knows more. 
 

The other name I came across was Dean King a chap we have met through our son 
Gordon Boyce.  Gordon is into AH Sprites.  Even my late brother Ken had a fair bit to do 
with Tony Grove & his wife.  So there you are, you can now see why I found the book of 
such interest.  If you want a good story about the 56 Grand Prix in Melbourne ask Bruce 
Berry to tell the story of how Kevin Colwill and I posed as air recruits and spent the 
weekend free at Point Cook!!  Son-in-law Matt & I are looking around for a seven to buy so 
the story continues.   
Thank you for all the memories. 
Best Wishes 
Keith Boyce” 
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CLUB CLASSIFIEDS 
 

FOR SALE:  1937 Austin 10 “Cambridge” Saloon.  Ken 
Hislop is selling his Austin 10.  This car is in excellent 
condition and along with Ken & Sandra has been a finalist in 
many Bay to Birdwood concours de elegances.  Included in 
the price is a trailer to suit complete with ramps and winch, 
also there are spare wheels (whitewall) a gearbox and a host 
of other bits for the car.  This is a good tourer vehicle seen on 
many Austin 7 events in the past.  Ken would like to get about 
$12,500 for the whole package.  Contact him at home on 
8270 3270. 
 

 

FOR SALE:  Two Austin 10 Cambridges at Peter Rusack‟s business at 738 Port Road Beverley 
enter off Pope St.  These A10‟s are complete but in various stages of dismantlement. Ring Peter 
on 8345 3047 during working hours. 

 

FOR SALE:  An Austin 10 Chrome Radiator model 1933, in 

pretty good condition overall complete with spare wheels and 
tyres, close ratio gearbox, radiator and other miscellaneous 
items. Used on club runs quite extensively.  The new owner 
will be rewarded with confident and trouble free motoring for 
the future.  $9,500 for the whole package of vehicle & bits.  
Contact David Searles at home on 8445 1444 or at any club 
meeting. 
 
 

 

FOR SALE:  1932 Austin 7 Roadster, blue with chrome 

radiator, ground-up restoration by mechanic.  As new 
condition ready to be used.  $13,000 ono Contact Rhonda 
Monaghan at home on 8443 7902. 
 

The Editor is sure that Dale Palamountain has plenty of 
motoring items for sale at his Eudunda Garage contact Dale 
on 8581 1071. 
 

Three 1925-27 Essex Differentials $100 contact Peter Dover 
on 0414 992 541 

 
Large collection of new engine valves contact Brian O‟Connell on 8262 3426. 
 
VS Commodore Transmission Cooler Kit (New) contact Bruce Went on 8382 1563. 
 
Chris & Fiona Lindsay-Johnson at Nairne have a 1988 Wartz custom built trailer for sale designed 
for a sprint car, dual axle, ramps and winch, needs brakes & coat of paint asking price $1,500. 
Phone Chris or Fiona on 8388 6411. 
 
Jonno Johnson has a number of tyres and rims to suit late model Austin 7‟s see him at any 
meeting or ph 8277 2148 
  

WANTED:   
Gerry Lang would like an Austin 7 Cut Out 
 
Kevin Caire would like an A40 Farina Front Brake Assembles, if you have a pair contact Kevin on 
0409 828 385. 
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From the Austin 7 Journals 25 years ago October 1980 
 

INAUGURAL "BAY TO BIRDWOOD" 28th September 1980.  
A small group arrived at the Merv Perry staging post at 8 a.m to muster, rev engines and talk 
loudly, prior to the journey to Glenelg.  Merv had his '25 A7 ready.  Also there were David Searles 
(A7) and Charlie Adams in David's 10, Alan Mander, 7 Doc's coupe, Jean in the Moffatt-repainted 
Gilbert A7, Bruce Whitmore in the now green Chev and David Franklin in the Chev Buckboard.  I 
joined this motley crew (sorry Ian) in my Ruby sedan. 
 

Alan's idea was to demonstrate solidarity by arriving at the start in an orderly line. Alas, traffic 
lights, split lanes, Bentley's Packards, de Dion Bouton's and that old desire to get there before the 
other fellow, split our ranks and we arrived spasmodically.  Because of this, we were separated for 
the event.  However, this made for making new friends in M.G.'s and Essex's. 
 

At the 9.30 a.m. start were some 600 vehicles.  Leading off were the veterans - all polished brass 
and period, costumes.  (The veterans arrived at Birdwood, it seems, without incident.)  There was 
some congestion along Anzac Highway.  Was Merv really baulked by a reluctant Rolls Royce? 
 

And again at Tea Tree Gully on the steep bits, there was congestion, hot engines and rusty water 
on the road.  There was a large number of spectators lining the route, sipping cold beer, cheering 
and waving. 
 

With an event of this size there were inevitable delays, not least of which was the queue into the 
paddock at Birdwood.  Still it was an ideal day, sunny with a breeze.  Military Police provided a 
brisk marshalling service, while Channel 10 helicopters fluttered overhead.  Also taking part from 
our club were Ian Jones in the newly re-painted Ayers Rock car, the Austins in their AIvis, Vauxhall 
and A7, Bruce Williams A7, David Hall Chev, Brian Moffatt A7, Trevor Mander A10, Brian Caire A8, 
Kevin Caire A10 ute, and George Bell Sunbeam and A7.  The A7's of Ian Moulds; Ron Burchett 
(Special); Jim Bishop and David Grear.  Also, David Biven A10, Roger McMillan Morris Cowley; 
Maurice Creedy Ford A and Bob Eglinton Model T Ford. 
 

Congratulations must go to the participant who wore his stripe school blazer after 25 years in 
mothballs (Blazer - not participant). 
 
In all, an excellent day.  If anything, too much to take in.  Like David Searles, I thought I'd take 
some pictures but ended up taking none of the cars, there were too many good looking ones to 
choose from.  Ladies, that is!  

     Stan Gafney. 
 
 
 

28th September 1980, COLLINGROVE HILL CLIMB. 
Invitation of S.C.C. 
 
The event was at Collingrove. Weather was fine and warm. Approx. 80 entries. 12 A7 members 
were present - another 2 members had problems getting there.  David Poole (Electrical) and 
Dennis Pearn's Silver Capri Sports Sedan rolled off the trailer when a supporting rope broke. 
Luckily enough he was only driving 10 mph at the time, so no serious damage occurred. 
 

Practice was late starting due to an electrical problem in timing (a cow ate the power plug off - 
leaving 2 of the 8 wires). 
 

Most people had 2 practice runs then a little break and then we got stuck into the real thing.  Those 
being Colin Hanks, Graeme Benecke, Lee Nicholle, Graham & Linda Masters, Don Kennedy, 
Eddie Pfeifer, Tony Laube, Andrew McEwin and co-driver Jones.  We all had 3 main runs, proving 
to be successful and thoroughly enjoying ourselves and many thanks to S.C,C. 
 

          Tony Laube. 
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A note received from Fran Williams the other day: 
 

You may have seen this before, as I had, but the final section is new to me.  
Regards Fran   
 

Subject: Who is a horse's ass? Or was that a Sacred Cow?  
 Does the statement, "We've always done it like that" ring any bells? 
 

The US standard railroad gauge (distance between the rails) is 4 feet, 8.5 inches.  That's 
an exceedingly odd number.  Why was that gauge used?  
 

Because that's the way they built them in England, and English expatriates built the US 
Railroads.  Why did the English build them like that?  Because the first rail lines were built 
by the same people who built the pre-railroad tramways, and that's the gauge they used.  
 

Why did "they" use that gauge then? Because the people who built the tramways used the 
same jigs and tools that they used for building wagons, which used that wheel spacing.  
Okay!   
 

Why did the wagons have that particular odd wheel spacing?  Well, if they tried to use any 
other spacing, the wagon wheels would break on some of the old, long distance roads in 
England, because that's the spacing of the wheel ruts.  So who built those old rutted 
roads?  Imperial Rome built the first long distance roads in Europe and England) for their 
legions.  The roads have been used ever since.  And the ruts in the roads?  Roman war 
chariots formed the initial ruts, which everyone else had to match for fear of destroying 
their wagon wheels.  Since the chariots were made for Imperial Rome, they were all alike 
in the matter of wheel spacing.   
 

The United States standard railroad gauge of 4 feet, 8.5 inches is derived from the original 
specifications for an Imperial Roman war chariot, and bureaucracies live forever.  So the 
next time you are handed a specification and wonder what horse's ass came up with it, 
you may be exactly right, because the Imperial Roman army chariots were made just wide 
enough to accommodate the back ends of two war horses!  
 

Now, the twist to the story.  When you see a Space Shuttle sitting on its launch pad, there 
are two big booster rockets attached to the sides of the main fuel tank.  These are solid 
rocket boosters, or SRBs.  The SRBs are made by Thiokol at their factory at Utah.  The 
engineers who designed the SRBs would have preferred to make them a bit fatter, but the 
SRBs had to be shipped by train from the factory to the launch site.  The railroad line from 
the factory happens to run through a tunnel in the mountains.  The SRBs had to fit through 
that tunnel.  The tunnel is slightly wider than the railroad track, and the railroad track, as 
you now know, is about as wide as two horses' behinds. So, a major Space Shuttle design 
feature of what is arguably the world's most advanced transportation system was 
determined over two thousand years ago by the width of a horse's ass.  And you thought 
being a HORSE'S ASS wasn't important. 
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Laurie O‟Connell sent the Editor the following 
 

“How to have a summer’s day barbecue 
At last the sun has come out and barbecue season is upon us.  The following are the events at our 
last barbecue. 
“Looks like a good weekend coming up, I think I‟ll invite some friends over for a barby” I said to 
wifey. 
No reply was the answer! 
So, I rang around and got a gang together for a Sunday barby. 
The following chain of events now happen. 
1. Sandra buys the meat and food after determining amounts required. 
2. Sandra makes the salad, cooks the vegetables and prepares the desert. 
3. Sandra rings and liaises with other wives re drinks and sweets etc. 
4. Sandra prepares the meat for cooking, places it on a tray along with the necessary cooking 
 utensils and sauces, and takes it to Laurie who is lounging (entertaining) beside the grill 
 with drink (previously supplied by Sandra) in hand. 
Here comes the important bit:! 
5. Laurie places meat on grill. 
6. Sandra goes inside to organise plates and cutlery. 
7. Sandra comes out and tells Laurie meat is burning.  Laurie thanks her and asks if she 
 would bring him another drink while he deals with the situation 
Next important bit:! 
8. Laurie takes meat off the grill and hands it to Sandra. 
9. Sandra having prepared the plates, salads, bread, utensils, napkins, sauces now adds the 
 meat and brings it all to the outside eating area. 
10. After eating, Sandra clears the tables and does the dishes. 
Next important bit:! 
11. Everyone praises Laurie and thanks him for his cooking efforts. 
12. Laurie then asks Sandra “How she enjoyed her day off cooking” And upon seeing her 
 annoyed reaction, concludes that “There‟s just no pleasing some women!!!” 
 

The above is a fictitious story and bears no resemblance to any person I know.  No animals were 
hurt during the story, but a few bits of cow were nearly cremated.  Most of this story was stolen 
from The Hudson – AMC Car Club Magazine” 
 

 
Laurie & Sandra on an Austin 7 Enthusiasts evening run Nov 2004 
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